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Concerning the Care of the Soul. 


Q. HAT ought to be a man's 
greateſt care? 
A. The ſalvation of his ſoul. 
Q. Why? 
A. bas it is moſt worthy of his care. 
. Wherein doth its worth appear? 
'A In being made after the image of God, 
and in laſting to all eternity. 
What is the ſecondreaſon for this care? 
A. Becauſe its loſs is irreparable. 
. Wherein conſiſts the loſs of the ſoul ? 
Pa In being condemned to everlaſting 
torments. 
What is the third reaſon for this care? 
A. Becauſe of the great danger to which 
a ſoul is expoſed. | 
. To what danger is it expoſed ? 
Pa To enemies from without, and to 
enemies from within. 
What are the enemies from without ” 
A The world, the fleſh, and the devil. 
A 2 Q. How 
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How does the world become dangerous? 
A. By the multitude of its temptations, 
- there being no ſtate nor condition of life 
free from them. 

.How does the fleſh become dangerous? 

A. By being always near us, and by its 
falſeneſs, deſigning to ruin us, when it pre- 
tends to pleaſe us. 

Q. How does the devil become dangerous? 

A. By his ſubtilty to beguile us, and by 
his diligence and watchfulneſs to betray us. 

. What is the danger from within ? + 

A. A general diſorder in all the faculties 
of the ſoul ; the underſtanding being dark, 
the will apter to evil than good, and the 
affections bent after the pleaſures of ſin. 

. From whence proceeds this general 
diſorder ? 

A. From original fin. 

How was original fin contracted ? 

A. By the fall of Auam, who broke the 
' covenant God made with him, which is 
called the firſt covenant. 

Q. What were the terms of the firſt co- 
venant ? 

A. That if he continued in his obedience 
to God, the ſtrength of ſoul which he had 
ſhould be continued, and that he ſhould ne- 
ver die, but be tranſlated to heaven ; but if 
he ſinned, he ſhould be ſubject to decay and 
death here, and to hell hereafter. 

Q. What is the fourth reaſon for this 
care of the ſoul ? A. 
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A. The ſucceſs of ſuch a care, and the 
aſſurance there is that it will not be in vain. 

Q. Will not the guilt of original fin 
render that care ineffectual ? 

A. No; becauſe that guilt was taken away 
by the death of Chriſt, for whoſe ſake God 
made a new covenant with us, called the 
ſecond covenant. 

Where 1s that ſecond. , covenant con- 
rained ? 

A. In theſe words, Gen. iii. 15. the ſeed of 
the woman ſhall break the ſerpent's head, which 
is made up of mercies to be afforded by God, 
and of ſome duties to be performed by us. 

Q. What does God promile ? 

A. To ſend his only Son to be made like 
unto us in all things, fin only excepted; and 
to become our Prophet, Prieſt, and King. 

Q. What did he do for us as a Prophet ? 

A. He made known to us the whole Will 
of his Father. 

Q. What is our duty in this particular? 

A. Diligently to learn that will of God, 
which Chriſt has revealed. 

Q. What did he do for us as a Prieſt ? 

A. Offer himſelf a ſacrifice for our ſins. 

What is our duty in this particular ? 

A. Heartily to repent of, and forſake our 
ſins; and ſtedfaſtly to believe, if we do that 
we ſhall have the benefit of his ſacrifice. 

Q. What doth he more as our Prieſt? 
A. Bleſs and pray for us. 
Q. Wherein conſiſts his bleſſing us? 


A. 3 AM. 
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A. In turning us from our iniquities. 
. Wherein conſiſts his praying for us? 
A. In his continual interceſſion for us at 
the rigHt hand of God. 
What did he for us as our King? 
A. Subdue our enemies, and enable us to 
perform the will of his F ather. 
What is our duty in this particular? 
A. To be obedient ſubjects, and conform 


ourſelyes to all his laws. 
Q. What elſe did he do for all thoſe that 


faithfully obey him? 
A. Purchaſe the kingdom of heaven. 
What is our duty in this particular? 
A. Not to forfeit our ſhare therein by 
impenitence, nor to faſten our affections 
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upon this world. F c 
Q. Will what Chriſt hath done excuſe | 
our care ? 1 1 


A. No; our care is neceſſary to make us 


Wherein appears the affront we offer 
to God by neglecting our fouls ? 

A. In that we deſpiſe what has been va- 
lued at ſuch a rate, as to be the concern of 
the whole bleſſed Trinity; Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, havin done their parts to keep 
the foul from perihing, 

. How does it * us to deal with 
our fouls ? 

A. As reaſon teaches us to do with all other 
things that concern us; and this not only out 
of juſtice, becauſe the ſoul furniſhes us with 

that 
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that reaſon, which we exerciſe in all our 
worldly buſineſs; but alſo out of mercy, 
becauſe the ſoul will be unſpeakably miſera- 
ble if we continue to neglect it. , 
How muſt this care be employed? 
A. In the doing all thoſe things which 
tend to make the ſoul happy, which is the 
end of our care. What thoſe are will be 
ſhewed in the following treatiſe. 
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CAST ©: 


The three great Branches of Man's Duty, to 
God, Ourſelves, our Neighbour. Our Duty 
to Cod; Of Faith, Of Hope, Of Lave, 
Of Fear, Of Truſt. 


W F Hart is required of us to make us 
partake of the benefits Chriſt has 


purchaſed ? 
A. A hearty honeſt endeavour of obey- 
ing the whole will of. God. 
Q. How is the will of God difcovered 2 
A. By the light of nature, and by the 
holy Scriptures. 
Q. Wherein is briefly contained the 
whole duty of a Chriſtian? 
A. Titus 11. 12. That we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 
Q. What is meant by /oberly ? 
A. Our duty to ourlelves. . 
Q. What is meant by righteouſly ? 
A. Our duty to our neighbour.. 
"4-1 A 4 Q. What 
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Q. What is meant by gedy? 

A. Our duty to God. 
Q. What are the chief parts of our duty 
to God ? 

A. To acknowledge him to be God, and 
to have no other, 

What ſignifies our acknowledging 

3 be God? | I. 

A. To believe that he is a Spirit infinite 
in all perfections; and to perform all thoſe 
duties which are due from a creature to his- 
creator. 0 

Q. What is the firſt duty we owe to God? 

A Faith. .. 

Q. What is faith ? 


| 
| A belief that God is, and that all that 


he ſays is true. 

{ . Wherein is contained the revelation 
|| he has made to mankind ? 
1 A. In the holy Scriptures. 185 
| Q.Of what do the holy Scriptures conſiſt? 

A. Of affirmations, commands, threat- 
enings and promiſes. 

Q. How are we to believe the affirmations? 

A. Not only as true, but as written for 
our inſtruction, and by them to lay that 
foundation of chriſtian knowledge, on 
which we may build a chriſtian life. 

. How are we to believe the commands ? 

A. Not only that they are juſt, and fit for 
him to enjoin, but that they ought to be ob- 
ſerved by us, or elſe our belief will make 


us more inexcuſable. 


829 bed ot 


ET | 

Q. How are we to believe the threatenings? 

A. That they will certainly be inflicted 
upon impenitent. ſinners, and we ought to 
keep from thoſe fins to which this deſtruc- 
tion is threatened, otherwiſe our belief will. 
add to our guilt, ; 

. How are you to believe the promiſes? 

A. That they will certainly be fulfilled 
both to our ſouls and bodies, provided we 
perform the conditions, otherwiſe it 1s a mad 
preſumption to expect the benefit of them. 

Q What ĩs the ſecond duty we owe toGod? 

A. Hope. 

Q. What is hope? 

A. A comfortable expectation of the 
good things God has promiſed. 

Q. How do we fin againſt this duty ? 

A. By preſumption and deſpair. 

Q. What is preſumption ? 

A. Hoping where God has given us no 
ground to hope? 

Q. What 1s deſpair ? 

A. Such a diſtruſt of God's mercy, as 
occaſions the neglect of our own duty. 

Q. What is the third duty we owe to God? 

A. Love. LEY 

Q. What motives have we to the love of 
God ? 

A. His own excellency ; there being no- 
thing good in the world, but what hath re- 
ceived all its goodneſs from God ; and then 
his kindneſs to us, which appeared more 
eſpecially in the contrivance of our redemp- 


tion, 4 5 Q. What 
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- Q.What are the common effects of love? 
A. A deſire of pleaſing, and a deſire of 
enjoyment. 
Q. How ſhall we try our love to God ? 
A. By thoſe effects. 
Q. Wherein conſiſts the _—_— enjoy- 
ment of God? 
A. In the next life. 
. Wherein conſiſts the imperfect enjoy- 
ment of God here below ? 
A. In praying, meditating, hearing his 
word, and receiving the bleſſed ſacrament. 
Q. What i is thefourth dutywe owe to God? 
A. Fear. 
What is this fear? 


A. Such an awful regard to God, as may 


keep us from offending him. 
. Whence ariſes this fear ? 

A. From the conſideration of his juſtice, 
which wilt not clear the wicked: And from 
the conſideration of his power, that is able 
to inflict the ſoreſt puniſnments upon them. 

Q. Wherein appears the folly of fearing 
men more than God ? 

A. Becauſe their power is very ſhort. of 
his, and can do nothing without his per- 
miſſion ; beſides, it is poſſible we may tranſ- 
grels againſt men, and they not know it, but 
it is impoſſible any thing ſhould be con- 
cealed from God. 


. What is the fifth duty we owe to 


God? 
A. Truſt. 


Q. What | 


Q. What is truſt? 

A. A depending on him for ſuccour in all 
our dangers and wants, ſpiritual and tem- 
Poral. | 

Q. What is our duty in depending on: 
him for ſuccour in our ſpiritual dangers ? 

A. To pray earneſtly for his grace, and 
manfully to combat with the temptation... 

Q. What is our duty in depending on: 
him tor ſuccour in temporal dangers ? 

A, "To take care that we be ſuch to whom: 
he has promiſed his protection; and never 
ſeek to deliver ourſelves by unlawful means.. 

Q. What is our duty in depending on 
him for ſuccour in our ſpiritual wants ? 

A. Prayer, and a careful improvement of 
that. grace he has already beſtowed upon us. 

. What 1s our- duty in depending on 
him for ſuccour in our temporal wants? 

A. An honeſt induſtry and labour, they 
being the means whereby God ordinarily 
gives us the neceſſaries of life: but if we 
are not able by our endeavours to procure 
the neceſſaries of life, then chearfully to 
reſt on God. 

Q. What are the benefits of this duty? 

A. We thereby engage God to provide 
for us, and procure a great deal of eaſe and. 
quiet to ourſelves. 
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CHAP. II. 


Of Humility, Submiſſion to God's Will, attive 
and paſſrve ; of Honour due to God, and 
the ſeveral ways of it. 


* A FT Hat is the ſixth duty we owe to 
N e 
A. Humility. 
Q. What is humility in reſpect of God ? 
A. Such a ſenſe of our own meanneſs and 


his excellency, as may work in us lowly and 


unfeigned ſubmiſſion to him. 

Q. To what muſt we ſubmit ? 

A. To his will, and to his wiſdom. 

Q. How muſt we ſubmit to his will ? 

A. By obedience and patience, 

Q. What is the ſubmiſſion of obedience? 

A. Chearfully and readily to perform what 
God has made known to be his pleaſure. 

Q. How does humility contribute to this 
fubmiſſion ? | 

A. By perſuading us that God is infinitely 
above us; and that we are vileneſs, and no- 
thing, in compariſon of him. 

Q. What ĩs the ſubmiſſion of patience ? 

A. A willing and quiet, a thankful and 
fruitful, yielding to whatever afflictions it 
pleaſes God to lay upon us, either by him- 
telf or others. 

Q. How muſt we ſubmit to his wiſdom ? 


A. By 
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A. By acknowledging whatever he doth 
is beſt, and fitteſt to be done; and by believ- 
ing what he commands, either to be believ- 
ed or to be done. 

Q. What is the ſeventh duty we owe to 
God ? | 

A. Honour. 

. What is this honour ? 

A. The paying him ſuch a reverence and 
reſpect as is due to ſo great a majeſty.. 

Q. How muſt this reſpect be paid? 

A. Inwardly and outwardly. | 

What is the inward reſpect ? | 

A. The having always the higheſt and: 
moſt excellent eſteem of him. 

Q. What 1s the outward reſpect ? 

A. The ſhewing forth that inward. reſpect 
by our actions; and eſteeming all things 
that nearly belong to him. 

Q. How is the inward reſpect to be 
ſhewed by our actions? 

A. By being careful not to do any unwor- 
thy thing in God's ſight. 

Q. How are we farther to honour God ? 

A. By a due eſtimation of thoſe things 
that nearly relate to him, 

Q. What are thoſe things which we are 
to eſteem, becauſe nearly relating to God? 

A. His houſe, his revenue, his day, his 
word, his ſacraments, his name. 

Q. How is his houſe, which is the church, 
to be honoured ? 

A. As holy by its uſe, though not in 


itſolf; 
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itſelf; and therefore not to be profaned by 


employing it to uſes of our own; and hence 
ſhutting outall worldly and wicked thoughts 
when we reſort thither, 


Q. What is God's revenue, or peculiar. 


poſſeſſion ? 

A. That which is ſet apart for thoſe that 
attend his ſervice; as for the prieſts under 
the law, and the minifters under the goſpel. 

Q. How is this revenue to be honoured * 

A. By not turning it to any other uſe. 

Q. What is the fin of employing it to any 
other uſe? 

A. Sacrilege; which is a robbing God, 
whoſe ſervice this was given to maintain. 


Q. What 1s.the uſual puniſhment of this 


ſin ? 

A. It becomes a canker in the eſtate; 
which eats out even that which we had a 
juſt title to. 

Q. What are the times ſet apart for God's 
ſervice ? 

A. The Lord's day, and the feaſts and 
faſts of the church. 

. How are theſe times thus ſet apart for 
his ſervice to be honoured ? 

A. By employing them in the public and 
private worſhip and ſervice of God; and 
for that purpoſe reſting from the works of 
our calling, and religiouſly applying our- 
ſelves to thoſe duties which belong in gene- 
ral to them all; and likewiſe to thoſe which 
are peculiar to any of them; whether praiſes 

and 
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and thankſgiving, or afflicting our ſouls, 
and bewailing our fins. 

. How is God's word, contained in the 
Old and New Teſtament, to be honoured ? 

A. By reading it with attention and de- 
votion ; and framing our practice by the be- 
lief and rule of it. 

Q. What other proviſion has God made 
for us beſides his written word? 

A. The aſſiſtance of his miniſters. 

Q. What is their office towards us ? 

A. To teach us God's will by explaining 
it, and making it eaſter to our underſtanding, 
and applying it to our particular occaſions, 
and exhorting us to the practice of it; which 
is the end of their catechiſing and preaching. 

Q. What reſpect are we io bear to theſe 
miniſters ? 

A. To hear them with diligence, and 
carefully to practiſe their inſtructions. 

Q. Muſt we pay this reſpect to all that 
are called preachers ? 

A. No; only to ſuch who have a lawful 
calling to the office, and who frame their 
doctrine according to the right rule, the 
written. word of God, 

Q. How many Sacraments are inſtituted 
in God's church ? 

A. Two, Baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper. 
Q. How are they to be honoured ? 
A, By our high eſteem and reverent uſage 


of chem. 
Q. How . 


ht 


Q. How muſt we eſteem them ? 
A. As the inſtruments of bringing us to 
the greateſt bleſſings we can receive, 

Q. How muſt we ſhewt our reverence in 
the uſage to them ? 

A. Both before, at, and after the time of 
receiving them. | 

Q. What gives us a right to baptiſm in 
our-infancy ? / 
A. The being born of chriſtian parents. 
Q. How mult we make amends for our 
inability at baptiſm ? 
A. By more diligently performing tlie 
after duties. 

What are they? 

A. Firſt, to forſake the devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanities of this wicked 
world, and all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. 
Q. What is meant by renouncing the 
devil? 

A. A renunciation of the worſhip of falſe 
gods, of practiſing witchcraft ourſelves, or 
conſulting them that do. 

Q. What is meant by the works of the 
devil which you renounce ? 

A. All thoſe works the devil tempts us. 
to; particularly thoſe ſins that have moſt of. 
his image, as pride, lying, and tempting 
others to fin, 

What is meant by the pomps and va- 

nities of this wicked world? 

A. All exceſs either in diet, ſports, or 
apparel; 


2% 


2 
apparel ; or ſetting our hearts upon the 
wealth or greatneſs of the world; or con- 
forming ourſelves to its wicked companies 
and cuſtoms ; and itextendedin the primitive 
times to thoſe pomps the Heathens uſed in 
their unlawful ſports. 

9. What is meant by all the ſinful luſts 
of the fleſh ? 

A. All thoſe irregular defires and works 
which proceed from that diſordered foun- 
tain, and are reckoned up, Gal. v. 19,20,21. 

Q: What is the ſecond duty in the vow 
of baptiſm ? 

A. To believe all the articles of the 
chriſtian faith, 

9. Where are they ſummed up? 

A. In the Apoſtles creed. 

Q: What mean you by believing them? 

A. Conſenting to the truth of them, and 
living like them that do believe. 

9. What is the third duty in the vow of 
baptiſm ? 

A. To keep God's holy will and com- 
mandments, and to walk in the ſame all the 
days of our lives. 

2. What mean you by keeping God's 
holy will and commandments ? Se. 

A. Doing all thoſe things he has declared 
neceſſary for us to perform. 

: How muſt this obedience be qualified? 

A. With an univerſality in reſpect of all 
God's commands ; and with perſeverance, 
perſiſting in them to the end of our days. 
9. What 
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A What obligations have we to keep this 
baptiſmal vow ? | | 

A. Thoſe of juſtice and intereſt. 

Q: How are you obliged by juſtice ? 

A. Becauſe juſtice requires of every man 
the keeping of his promiſe ; and the baptiſ- 
mal yow is a promiſe made to God, and ſo 
the moſt ſolemn and binding of all promiſes. 

9. How are you obliged by intereſt ? 

A. Becauſe all the precious benefits and 
advantages God has promiſed, depend upon 
our performing our part of the covenant. 

9. What is a good means which condu- 
ces to the keeping this vow. 

A. Often to repeat the ſeveral branches 
of it, that we may have them ready in our 
minds to ſet againſt all temptations. 
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07 the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, and of 
the Duties before, at, and after Receiving. 


9. Hat is the ſecond Sacrament ? 
A. Fhe Lord's ſupper. 

9. How muſt we ſhew our reverence to- 
wards 1t ? | 

A. Both before, at, and after receiving it. 

9. What duty muſt be performed betore 
receiving it? | 

A. Examination. 3 

9, What is our chief buſineſs at the 
Sacrament ? A. To 
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A. To renew the covenant made with 
God in our baptiſm. 
9. What is the firſt thing you muſt ex- 
amine yourſelf about? | 
A. The nature of that covenant. 
Q: What is the covenant made with each 


of us in baptiſm ? 


A. The applying to our particulars the 
covenant made by God in Chrift with all 
mankind in general. 

9. How ſhall we cometo the knowledgeof it? 

A. By conſidering what has been briefly 
ſaidinthepreface of this treatiſe concerning it. 

9, What muſt we do if we have ap- 
proached this ſacrament in utter ignorance ? 

A. Bewail our ſo doing, and haſten to 


gain this knowledge, that we may be better 


fitted for it for the time to come. 
Q: What is the ſecond part of our exami- 
nation ? 
A. The breaches of that covenant in 
thought, word, and deed. 
Q: Why is this ſearch neceſſary ? 
A. In order to the confeſſing and forſak- 
ing our ſins. 
T Is it enough to inquire into the ſeve- 
ral ſorts of our ſins ? 
A. No; we muſt conſider alſo the cir- 
cumſtances that encreaſe them. 
O; What is the firſt aggravation of any ſin? 
A.Whenitis committed againſt knowledge. 
Q; What is the ſecond aggravation ?. 
A.When it is committed with deliberation. 
©. What is the third aggravation of any ſin? 


( 20 ] 
A. When it is committed againſt the checks 
of our own conſcience. 

O: What is the fourth aggravation ? 

A. When the ſame ſin is often repeated. 
Qi: What is the fifth aggravation of any ſin? 

A. When committed after ſolemn vows 
of amendment. 

©. What is the ſixth aggravation ? 

A. A cuſtom and habit of ſin, eſpecially 
if we have no ſenſe of it, and perſiſt in it 
againſt extraordinary means uſed by God to 
reform us,. as ſickneſs and afflictions, and 
againſt the reproof of his miniſters, and 
take pleaſure in others that commit it. 

: What is the deſign of this ſecond part 
of our examination ? 

A. To work in us humiliation, contrition, 
confeſſion, and faith. 

2: What is humiliation ? 

A. Such a fight and ſenſe of our ſins, as 
to make us ſenſible of our danger, and to 


abhor our baſeneſs and ingratitude againſt 


ſo good a God. 

9. What is contrition ? 

A. A grief for having offended God, 
though there were no puniſhments to fall 
upon ourſelves. | a 

Z. What is the beſt way to excite this 
ſorrow in us? 

A. By ſtirring up our love of God in re- 
peating to ourſelves the many gracious acts. 
of his mercy towards us, particularly that 
of not cutting us off in our ſins: to which 


WC. 
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we muſt add our earneſt prayers to God, 
that he would be pleaſed to ſhew us our fins, 
and ſoften our hearts. 

2. What is confeſſion ? 

A. A delaring before God all thoſe par- 
ticular ſins we find ourſelves guilty of, with 
all their aggravating circumſtances, 

9. What is the faith here deſigned to be 
wrought in us? 

A. A firm belief that God will pardon 
our ſins for Chriſt's fake; if we perform 
our part in forſaking them, and in obeying 
his commands for the future, 

9. What is the third part of our exami- 
nation? | 

A. Concerning our reſolutions to obſerve 
that covenant. 

9. How are our reſolutions to be tried ? 

A. By their univerſality, reſpecting all 
the particulars of our duty; by their ſinceri- 
ty; by the uſe of thoſe means which may 
aſſiſt us in performing them; and by put- 
ting them in preſent execution. 

2: What are thoſe things that muſt be 
put in preſent execution before we approach 
the bleſſed ſacrament. 

A. An actual caſting off every ſin, by 
withdrawing all degrees of love and affec- 
tion from it; and putting our ſouls into 
ſuch a heavenly and chriſtian temper, as 
may make them acceptable in God's ſight. 

What way muſt we take to put our 
ſouls into a heavenly temper ? 


A. By 


ought he to do ? 


quicken our graces, 
and raiſe our devotion. | 

9. How muſt we quicken our graces ? 

A. By meditating on all thoſe ſeveral ob- 
jects which are proper to that purpoſe, as 
our humility, by conſidering our ſins; our 
faith, by reflecting on God's promiſes ; our 
love, by contemplating his great mercies ; 
eſpecially thoſe we are about to commemo- 
rate; and our charity to our neighbour, by 
conſidering the example of his ſuffering for 
us when we were his enemies. 

9. What muſt we do if we have injured 
any perſon ? 

A. Seek forgiveneſs by acknowledging our 
fault, and making reſtitution tothe utmoſt of 
our power, before we approach God's altar. 

Q; How muſt we raiſe our devotion ? 

A.By baniſhing all worldly affairs,and lay- 
ing aſide all thoughts of them, they being clogs 
to our ſouls; and bya ſpecial exerciſe of prayer, 
wherein we muſt be frequent and earneſt. 

Q: Wherein appears the neceſſity of put- 
ting our ſouls into this heavenly temper? 

A. Becauſe it is the wedding-garment, 
without which whoſoever comes 1s like to 
have the entertainment mentioned in the pa- 
rable, of being caſt intoutter darkneſs, where 
is weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 

If a man cannot ſatisfy himſelf of his 
ſincerity, and ſo doubts whether he cught 
to come to the ſacrament or no, what 


A. By retiring, to 


A. He 


ai 
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A. He oug":t to aſk advice of a ſpiritual 
guide, who, when our caſe is diſcovered, is 
able to make the trueſt judgment of us. 


23. Why ought we not to be aſhamed of 
as diſcovering the blemiſhes of our ſouls ? 

ir A. Becauſe if we chooſe, as I ſuppoſe we 
ir 3 fſhould, a wiſe perſon, he will keep the ſecret, 
5; whereby we avoid public ſhame ; and if he 
o- be a godly man, he will think the better of 
Jy us for being ſo deſirous to be reconciled to 


"A *# God; yet notwithſtanding, if there were 
* ſhame in it, it is not to be deſpiſed, when it 


ed may be a means of our cure. - 

9. To what ſort of perſons 17 77 this 
ur advice be uſeful, beſides the doubtful? 
of A. To thoſe whoſe confidence is their dif 
ar. eaſe, who preſume very groundleſsly on the 

goodneſs of their condition. 

y 4 9. What muſt be done at the time of 
gs receiving ? 
er, ” * A. Humble thyſelf in an unfeigned ac- 
knowledgment of thy great unworthineſs to 
ut- be admitted there, by reaſon of thy ſins; and 


meditate on the ſufferings of Chriſt. 


at, : What graces ſhould we chiefly exer- 
to ciſe, by conſidering Chriſt's ſufferings ? 
pa- A. Sorrow for ſin, faith, thankfulneſs, 
ere and love. | 

2, How do the ſufferings of Chriſt medi- 
his tated on, excite our ſorrow for ſin ? 

ght A. Becauſe Chriſt underwent thoſe ſuffer- 


ings as a puniſhment due to our ſins. 
2, How doth the conſideration of Chriſt's 
ſufferings excite our faith? A. By 


C "RY 

A. By aſſuring us, that through the merit 
of that ſacrifice God will accept of us, 

9. How doth the conſideration of Chriſt's 
ſufferings excite our thankfulneſs ? 

A. By 7 repreſenting all thoſe pains and ago- 
nies as ſuffered to keep us from periſhing. 

9. How doth the conſideration of Chriſt's 

ſufferings excite our love ? 

A. By informing us how that bitter and 
ſhameful death was endured for us, when we 
were his utter enemies. 


9 


2 What ought we to remember when 10 
we receive the conſecrated bread and wine? { 

A. That God offers us all the benefits of = 
the new covenant ; to wit, pardon of fins, } 1} 


ſanctifying grace, and a title to an eternal 
inheritance, provided we perform our part 
of the covenant. | 4 
What is to be done after receiving? tb 
A. We muſt offer up our devouteſt praiſes 1 
to God for the mercies conveyed to us bythat 7 G 
ſacrament, and beg his continued aſſiſtance io 
to make good our reſolutions, and to keep us 


from that wherein lies our greateſt danger. 37 Oat 
9, What 1s the danger of breaking our F . 
reſolutions ? S . - 
A. The making God and our own con- " fire 

| ſcience our enemies; and a feartul expecta- F ” 


tion of wrath, 
9. What is the beſt means of perform- 


ing theſe reſolutions ? 
A.To omitnofit opportunity of recetving 
that ſacrament, which was inſtituted for this 


very end and purpoſc. CHAR 


. 
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Honour due to God's Name, Sins ngainſt it, 


d- Blaſphemy, Oaths and the Nature of them. 
8 . Hart is the ſixth thing that relates 
VV to God? 
d | A. His Name. | 
= | 9. How. is his name to be honoured ? 
; A. Chiefly by avoiding all thoſe ways 
* that diſhonour it. 
5 2. What is the firſt thing whereby God's 
f name is diſhonoured ? . 
A. Blaſphemy: which is a ſpeaking. or 
wr thinking any evil thing of God. in 
al 
2 * 2, Is there any other ſort of blaſphemy ? 
1 A. Ves; that of the actions, when men 
that profeſs themſelves God's ſervants, live ſo 
8 vwickedly as to make his name evil ſpoken of. 


. Q., What is the ſecond thing whereby 
4 God's name is diſhonoured ? _ 
A. By ſwearing , which is either by falſc 


1 2X oaths, or by light and raſh ones. 

4 2, How many kind of oaths are there? 
A. Two, aſſertory oaths, whereby I at- 
XZ firm any thing to be; true promiſſory oaths, 

1 whereby I promiſe any thing upon oath. 

of Z 2, When is any aſſertory oath a falſe one? 

A. When ] know there is not perfect truth 

A in what I ſay, and when, though I ſpeak not 

; the truth, yet I affirm what I ſay by an oath. 

'S 2. When is a promiſſory oath a falſe one? 


B A; | When 


T4) 


A. By aſſuring us, that through the merit 
of that ſacrifice God will accept; of us. 

9. How doth the conſideration of Chriſt's 
ſufferings excite our thankfulneſs ? 

A. By repreſenting all thoſe pains and ago- 
nies as ſuffered to keep us from periſhing. | 

9. How doth the conſideration of Chriſt's = © 

ſufferings excite our love ? 

A. Ry informing us how that bitter and 
ſhameful death was endured for us, when we 
were his utter enemies. 

What ought we to remember when 
we receive the conſecrated bread and wine ? 

A. That God offers us all the benefits of 
the new covenant ; to wit, pardon of fins, 
ſanctifying grace, and a title to an eternal 
inheritance, provided we perform our part 
of the covenant. | 

What is to be done after receiving? 

A. We muſt offerup our devouteſt praiſes 

to God for the mercies conveyed to us bythat 
ſacrament, and beg his continued aſſiſtance 

to make good our reſolutions, and to keeꝑ us 

from that wherein lies our greateſt danger. 

2: What is the danger of breaking our 
reſolutions ? 

A. The making God and our own con- 
ſcience our enemies; and a fearful expecta- 
tion of wrath, 
92. What is the beſt means of perform- 
ing theſe reſolutions ? 
A. To omit no fit opportunity of receiving 
that ſacrament, which was inſtituted for this 


very end and purpoſc. CHAE. 
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C HAP. IV. 

Honour due to God's Name, Sins ngainſt it, 
- Blaſphemy, Oaths and the Nature of them. 

| * A J Hart is the ſixth thing that relates 
F Gs VV to God? 
1 A. His Name. | 
Q. How. is his name to be honoured ? 
5 A. Chiefly by avoiding all thoſe ways 
; that diſhonour it, 
, Q: What is the firſt thing whereby God's 
F name 1s diſhonoured ? 3 
| A. Blaſphemy : which is a ſpeaking. or 
2 thinking any evil thing of God. 1 
1 
3 Q: Is there any other ſort of blaſphemy? 
A. Ves; that of the actions, when men 

that profeſs themſelves God's ſervants, live ſo 
| wickedly as to make his name evil ſpoken of. 
a O, What is the ſecond thing whereby 
; God's name is diſhonoured ? 
N A. By ſwearing; which is either by falſc 
5 oaths, or by light and raſh ones. 
5 y 4g | 
X Q. How many kind of oaths are there? 
A. Two; aſſertory oaths, whereby I at- 
firm any thing to be; true promiſſory oaths, 

4 whereby I promiſe any thing upon oath. 
8 2, When is any aſſertory oath a falſe one? 
pf A. When I know there is not perfect truth 


in what I ſay, and when, though I ſpeak not 
the truth, yet I affirm what I ſay by an oath, 
> = 2, When is a promiſſory oath a falſe one? 
18 3 | 

% | | Mi... | A. When 


17 
1 

! 
* 
1 


a 


— 
nnn — a 


— SE : 
* W _ 
2 A = * 
— — b 8 — " - 
- — - 4 = — — 2 


— —̃ — OED = 8 en. x; © 
* w — K * = n * | 4 


— 


EK. 
A. When in the taking it, I have no pur- 


poſe to make it good; or take it in a ſenſe 


different from that wherein he to whom [I 
promiſe underſtands it ; or if afterwards I 
do not perform it. 
Q: What is this fin called? A. 
A. Perjury; which is taking a falſe oath. 
2, How is God diſhonoured by perjury ? 
A. By ſuppoſing he knows not whether 
we ſay true or not; or elſe that he is willing 
to countenance our les. 48 
2, How does the heinouſneſs of this ſin. 
farther appear? 190 | 

A. By the puniſhment annexed to itin the 
third commandment, that God will not hold 
him guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain. 

9. Whatare vain and light oaths ? 

A. ſuch as are uſed in common diſcourſe. 
p 9. How appears the heinouſneſs of this 

_:. 

A. By being a direct breach of the precept 
of Chriſt, Mat.v.24. by implying a mean and 
low eſteem of God, and by leading to perjury.' 

9. How does this fin imply a low and 

mean eſteem of God? | | 

A. By calling him to judge in ſuch child- 
iſh and vain things as men uſually ſwear to. 

9. How does it lead to perjury? _ 

A. By making oaths familiar to people, ſo 
that it will be likely to take the dreadfuleſt 
effect on due conſideration, and in all pro- 
bability people oft-times actually forfwear- 


themſelves in theſe ſudden oaths. 
3 2, How 


|  _ 
. 
— 


L. 


TL 07 71 
9. How is the guilt of this/fin enhanced ? 
A. In that it has no temptation of pleaſure 
or profit, men even thereby loſing what. _ 
chiefly aim at, which 1s to-be believed, 
What means may be uſed to overcome 
this finful habit, or to preſerve one from it? 


A. Firſt, a thorough conſideration of the 


* guiltand danger of it: 25 Such an exact truth 
in all our words, that we may never have oc- 


caſion for an oath to make it more credible: 
3. Avoiding all occaſions that lead to it, as 
drinking, anger, company, and ill example: 
4. Accuſtoming ourſelves to ſuch a reverence 
of God, as never to mention his name with- 
out lifting up our hearts to him; to theſe 


means add, Sy, Watchfulneſs; and — 


Prayer to God againſt it. 
9. Upon what muſt this avoiding thoſe 


Ways 3 diſhonour God be founded? 


A. Upon an auful reſpect and revetence 
to that ſacred name, which is great, won- 
derful, and holy. 
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CHAP. V. 

Worſhip due to God; Prayer, public and 
private, Repentance, Faſting. 177 
A \ Hat is the eighth duty we owe to 
God ? | . 

A. Worſhip. "op 


3 How is this worſhip to be performed 
c 2 A. With 
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A. With our ſouls and with our bodies. 
2. What is the ſoul's part? 

A. Prayer. 

9. What is prayer? 
A. A ſpeaking to God. 
2. How many parts are there in prayer? 

A. Five. 

9. Which is the firſt ? 

ot Confeſſion , that is, either a general or 
amoreparticularacknowledging our fins be- 
tore God; the former of which is a neceſſary 
part of all our ſolemn prayers, the latter is 
moſt proper in our private prayers only. 

Q. What is the intent of confeſſion ? 

A. Not to inſtruct God, but to humble 3 
ourſelves ; which muſt always go along with | 
it, to make i it effectual. A 

A What is the ſecond part of prayer? 


A. Petition; that is, the begging of Gd 9 n 
lat ſoever we Want for our ſouls and bodies. 
9, What muſt we beg for our ſouls? © 
A. Pardon of fins for the ſake of Chriſt, f. 


and grace and aſſiſtance to forſake them, and 
to walk in all virtues, as faith, love, zeal, 


purity, eſpecially thoſe we moſt want. mn 
How muſt we pray for theſe neceſſi- * 
ties of our ſouls ? 
A. With earneſtneſs and importunity, 
which may admit of no denial. N 
2. What muſt we beg for our bodies? on 
A. Such neceſſaries of life as are needful * 


for us, while we live here. 


9. How 
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9, How muſt we pray for the neon 
of our bodies ? 

A. With an entire ſubmiſſion to bis wiſ- 
dom, who ſees what is beſt for us; 

9, What is the third part of prayer? 

A. Deprecation; that is, when we pray 
to God to turn away ſome evil from us. 

9. What are the evils. WE mult nay 

againſt ? 

A. The evil of fin, eſpecially ber . we are 
moſt in danger of falling into it; and the 
evil of puniſhment; ſuch principally as is 
ſpiritual, as the anger of God, the with- 
n his grace, and eternal damnation. 

hat is the fourth part of prayer'? 

2 Interceſſion v that is, prayang for others. 

Q: To whom muſt ourinterceffionextend? 

A. To the neceffities of all mankind, 
more particularly, we mult pray for our go- 
vernors in Church and State, for our rela- 
tions, for our afflicted brethren, and even 
for thoſe that have injured us. 

Q. What is the fifth part of prayer? 

A. Thankſgiving ; that. is, bleſſing and 
praiſing God, for all his mercies, both ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, to us and all mankind. 

What is neceſſary to this purpoſe ? 

A. To have a catalogue of the mercies 
we haye received in the ſeveral paſſages. of 
our lives, that we may often repeat them. 

2, When are all theſe parts. W W to 
be uſed ? 


A. Both publicly and N 
B 3 EA 


| 50 } 


2 What is public prayer? 

A. A joining in thoſe prayers wherein 
we are in communion concerned. 

2, Huw many ſorts of public prayers are 
there? 

A. Two; thoſe 1 in the church, and thoſe 


in the family. 


. Are:we bound to attend the publis 


prayers of the church ? 

N Tes, upon all occaſions, except ſome 
neceſſary cauſe hinders us; there being an 
eſpecial bleſſing promiſed to the joint re- 
queſts of the faithful. 

9. What is that public prayers which 

s practiſed in a family? 

A. Where the members of the ſame fa- 
n. iy join in their common ſupplications. 

2 Is every maſter of a family obliged to 
have fuch prayers? 

A. Ves; it being as much his duty to pro- 
vide. for the ſouls of his children and a} 


vants, as it is to provide food for their bodies. 


What is private prayer ? 
A. That which is uſed by a man alone, 
wherein we are to be more particular, accord- 
ing to our particular needs. 

2. Will not the performance of public 
Yi yer excuſe private prayer ? 


A. No,; becauſe they are both required ; 


praying to our Father in ſecret, being com- 
manded byour Saviour, from whom we muſt 
expect our reward; and n not from the praiſes 


of men. 
2, How 
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9. How often muſt it be performed? 
A. That muſt be judged of by the buſineſs 
and leiſure men have; by none ſeldomer than 
morning and evening; by buſineſs is not 
meant what men make unprofitably to them- 
ſelves, but that of a man's neceſſary calling. 

9. What ought to, engage us- to a fre- 


- quency in this duty? 


A. The advantages of it. 
9, What are thoſe advantages? 
A. It is honourable for poor worms of 


the earth to be allowed to ſpeak ſo freely to 


the Majeſty, of heaven: It is greatly benefi- 
cial,it being the inſtrument of terching down 
all good things to us,. both temporal and 
ſpiritual, . It is pleaſant, ſince the nearer we 
approach to God, the nearer we. approach 
to our greateſt happineſs. 


Whence proceeds it that men often 


take fo little pleaſure in this duty'?- | 

A. Partly from the carnality of their 
hearts which are ſet on the pleaſures of the 
fleſh, or the droſs of the world, from which 


they muſt be purged before they can take 


delight in this duty, which is ſpiritual; and 
partly for want of uſe, there being many 
things which ſeem uneaſy at the. firſt trial, 
which upon cuſtom become delightful.. 

. How are our prayers to be qualified, 
that they may be effectual ? 

A. We muſt aſk nothing that is unlawful, 


and be ſure to beg with faith, humility and 
attention. 


4 9. How 


1 


i as. 


wandering thoughts ? 


A. We muſt poſſeſs our hearts with the 


greatneſs of God's majeſty, and our own ne- 
ceſſities; we muſt be watchful over our- 


ſelves, and beg God's aid in this particular. 


Q. What other qualifications ought our 
prayers to have ? | 

A. Zeal, whereby we put forth all the 
affection and devotion of our fouls ; purity, 
whereby we purge our hearts from all af- 
tection to ſin; and a right intention as to the 
prayer itſelf, and the thing we pray for. 

Q. What muſt we intend as to the prayer 
itſelf? | . 

A. It muſt be performed as an act of 
worſhip to God, as an acknowledgment of 
his infinite perfections, and to gain a ſupply 
of our own and others needs. | 

When are we defective in our inten- 
tion, as to the prayer itſelf? 


A. When we pray to gain the praiſe of 


devotion among men, or for taſhion's ſake, 
to do as others do. 

Q. What muſt we intend as to the thing 
we pray for? | 

A. God's glory, and our own and others 
ſalvation, and all other things as they tend 
to theſe. | 


Q. When are we defective in our inten- 


tions as to the things we pray for ? 

A. When we have any ill aims, and aſk to 
conſume it upon our luſts; as wealth, tolive 
in riot, end power, to be able to do miſchief. 


Q. How muſt we arm ourſelves againſt 
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Q. What is the body's part in God's worſhip?” . 
A. Such reverent geſtures as may expreſs 
the inward reverence of our ſouls. . 
Q. What is the ninth duty we owe to God? 
A. Repentance; which, is nothing but a 
turning from ſin to Gd. 1 N 
Q. When is it to be performedꝰ 
A., Daily, but particularly before the 
Lord's-ſupper, in times of afflictien, and at. 
the approach of death. Tt 
Q Is the deathebed a proper ſcaſon for 
repentance ?: han en en Je 
A. It is a very fit time to renew our re- 
pentance, but not proper to begin it; it be- 
ing adeſperate madneſs to defer it till then. 
Q.. What is the danger of deferring it- 
till our death-bed ? | 
A. The uncertainty of having either lei- 
ſure, grace, or power to perform it; and the 
great difficulty of its being ſincere. 
Q. Whence may proceed our want of 
power? r 
4. From the long habit we have contract- 
ed in ſinning, and from thoſe bodily pains 
which poſſibly then may diſtract us. 
Q. What is proper to be annexed to this 
duty of repentance? 
A. Faſting. 
Q. Why ? 3 5 
A.. Becauſe they are uſually Joined toge- 
ther in holy Scrip ture. 
Q. What are the advantages of faſting? 
A. It kindles our zeal, and carries in it 


B 5 ſome 


34 1 
ſomewhat of revenge upon the exceſſes of 
our body. 

Q. _ we make any ſatisfaction for our 
ſins by ſuch a performance? 

A. No; though ſuch revenges upon our- 
ſelves are acceptable to God, yet nothing 
but the blood of Chriſt can make latisfac- 
tion for our ſins, _ 

Q. How often muſt this duty of faſting 
be performed ? 

A. That muſt be judged of by mens piety, 
by their health, and other circumſtances ; 
certainly the oftener the better; and per- 
haps faſting may give ſome people of buſi- 
neſs an opportunity for humiliation, which 
they would not other ways have. 

What is the ſecond branch of our 
du uty to God? _ 

A. The:having no other God beſides him. 

Q., What is hereby forbidden ? 

A. The heatheniſh idolatry, or worſhip- 
ping of idols; and the paying divine worſhip 
to any creature, ſaint or angel, or the 1 image 
of Chriſt himſelf. 

Q. How 1s this a tranſgreſſion againſt the 
ſecond branch of our duty to God ? 

A. Becauſe it is imparting that to a crea- 
ture which is due only to God. 

A. Is there any other idolatry forbidden? 

A. Yes, that of the heart, when we love, 
fear, truſt, or the like, in any creature more 
than we do in God: which is ſetting up that 
creature, whatſoever it be, for our god. 

S NN. 
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Our Duty. to ourſelves; Sobriety, . Hiemilaty, | 
Pride, V ainglory, Meekneſs,-C of deration. 
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Q\ V Hat is the ſecond head of duty? 


A. That to ourſelves. ' 
Q How does St Paul ſum up this duty? 
A. In the word /oberly. ; 
What is meant thereby ? 
A. Our keeping within thaſe due bounds 
God. has {ct us, in reſpect. to our fouls, and 
to our bodies. 
1 Q. Mherein conſiſts the ſobriety of the 
oul 2: H 
A. In a icht governing its paſſions and af- 
fections, ta which many virtues are required. 
Q. What is the firit ? 
A. Humility ; which, in reſpect of us, is 
having a mean and low opinion of ourſelves, ; 
and being content that others ſhould have 
the ſame. 
Q. Wherein appears the abſolute necel- | 
tity of this virtue ? | 
A. By:the fin, danger, and folly, both.of : 
pride and vainglory, which are the con- 
trary vices. 
Q. Wherein appears the fin-of pride 2 
A. By the puniſhment of the fallen angels, ; 
and the great hatred God bears to it. 
Q. Wherein conſiſts the danger of pride? 
A, In drawing us to other fins, as anger, 


min Sc. and making them Incurable in us, 


and 
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and what is more, betraying us to puniſhment. 

Q. Wherein appears the folly of pride ? 
A. By conſidering the three things where- 
cf men are proud, the goods of nature, of 
tortune, and of grace. 

Q. What are the goods of nature ? 

A. Beauty, ſtrength, wit, &c. 

Q. Wherein appears the folly of being 
prove of them ? 

A. Becauſe if we really have them, which 
ve are apt often to miſtake, they are poſſeſs- 
ed, — 1 of them, by other creatures in a 
greater degree; they are not at all durable, a 
phrenſy, dckneſs, or old age, certainly de- 
ſtroys them. And whatever they are, we 
give them not to ourſelves. 

Q. What are the goods of fortune? 

A. Wealth, honour, Ec. 

Q. Wherein appears the folly of being 
proud'of them ? 

- A. Becauſe they add no true worth to a 
man, and are in their nature periſhable; be- 
ſides, we have them bur as ſtewards ; and 
they are not owing to ourſelves, for if the 

are lawfully got, it is God's bleſſing; if un- 


lawfully, we have them on ſuch ill terms 


that we have no reaſon to brag of them, 
Q What are the goods of grace? 
A. Thoſe virtues men are endowed with. 


I Q. Wherein appears the folly of being 
proud of them? 


A. Becauſe though they are things in 


themſelves: valuable, yet they are God's im- 


mediate 
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mediate work in us; and to be proud of them 
is the ſureſt way to loſe them, and we ſhall 
be eternally puniſhed for ſo doing. 
What are the beſt means to obtain 

this grace of humility? a „e 

A. Often to conſider the lin, danger: and 
folly of pride ; and to reſiſt the beginnings 
of it; to compare ourſelves with the wiſe 
and godly, rather than with the fooliſh and 
wicked; and to be earneſt wich God in 
prayer, that he would be are to make 
us poor in ſpirit. 

Q. What is the ſecond vice whick is 
contrary to humility ? 

A. Vainglory ; which is a great thirſt af- 
ter the praiſe of men. 

Q. Wherein appears the ſin of vainglory? 

A. By thoſe words of our Saviour, How 
con ye believe, that receive Lonour one of another? 

Q. Wherein appears the danger of this ſin? 

A. It keeps Chriſt out of the heart, and 
betrays men to the greateſt ſins, when hep 
come to be in faſhion. 

Q. Wherein appears the folly of this fin ? 

A. In that it is not only gainleſs, but 
painful and uneaſy; a man being obliged to 
enſlave himſelf to every one that has a 
tongue to commend him. It is hurtful, by 
deſtroying all the fruit of our beſt actions, 


and even in indifferent actions diſapp Eat 
e 


men of what they aim at, which is the prai 
of men. 


* What are the helps againſt this dion? 
1 A. Often 
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A. Often to conſider the ſin, danger, and 
folly of it; narrowly to watch over our- 
ſelves; to aim at pleaſing God. Not to be 
overjoyed at the praiſe of men, nor think 


ourſelves the better for it: And let our pray- 


ers aſſiſt us to fight againſt this corruption. 


Q. What is the ſecond virtue neceſſary 
to the ſobriety of the ſoul ? 


A. Meekneſs ; which is a calmneſs and 
quietneſs of ſpirit, contrary to the rage agg 


impatiencies of anger. 


Q. What to thole ? 


Alt gives us a true enjoyment of the 
things of this world; it makes us reſemble 
Chriſt, who calls upon us to learn of him to 
be meek and lowly in heart. It gives us the 
conqueſt of our paſſions, which is the nobleſt 


victory, and makes us behave ourſelves like 


men; it is the ſobriety of the mind, and makes 
any condition tolerable and cafy to be born. 
Q. What are the means of obtaining this 


virtue! 25 


d. Deeply to imprint the lovelineſs of i it 
upon our minds, with the uglineſs of anger; 
to ſet before us the example of Chriſt: To 
be watchful over the firſt beginnings of anger; 
and to remember the great puniſhment we 


rms all;deferved by our fins. 
; What is the third virtue neceſlary to 


the right governing of the ſoul ? 


A. Conſideration; which is either of our 
fate towards God, or of our actions. Q. 


hon does this become 3 DO : 
By the great advantages we my by it. 
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How muſt we conſider our ſtate to- 


wards God ? 


A. By examining the condition, we ſtand, 
in towards God; whether we can e 
conclude ourſelves in his favour. 

What are the eaſy rules men examine 
chemlelves by ? 

A. Whether they believe Chriſt died for. 
their ſins; whether they are of the number of 
the elect, and ſhall certainly be ſaved, c. 

Q. What are the lateſt rules to try our- 
ſelves by? 

A. Thoſe God has given us in his word, 
by which we ſhall be tried at the laſt day. 

What is the fum of them? 

I That whoever continues in any one 
wilful fin, is not in his favour, neither can 

he hope for mercy if he ſo die. 

Q. Wherein appears the neceſſity of the 
conſideration of our eſtate ? 

A. From the great uncertainty we have 
of our lives; and the great ruin this neglect 


has brought to many fouls, either by a par- 


tial uſe or a total omiſſion of it. 
. How muſt we conſider our actions? 
| A.Bothbeforeand afterthedoing of them. 
Q. What muſt we conſider before an actiont 
A. Whether it is lawful to be done. 
Q. What muſt we conſider after an action? 
A. Whether it has been ſuch as is allow. 
able by the laws of Chriſt. 
Q. Wherein appears the neceſſity of this 


practice? 
A. Becauſe 
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A. Becauſe if our actions have been good, 
this recollection helps us to the comfort of 
a good conſcience; and ſtirs us up to thank- 
fulneſs to God; if they have been bad, it is 
neceſſary in order to our amendment. 

Is this duty often to be performed? 

A. Tes, if poſſible, every night, in order to 
renew our repentance; to ſettle our reſolu- 
tion; and to prevent the growth of ill habits. 
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Contentedneſs; its contrary Vices: Duties which 
concern our Bodies; Chaſtity, Temperance. 
Q. Hat is the fourth virtue neceſſary 

totherightgovernment of the ſoul? 
A. Contentedneſs z whereby we are pleaſed 
with that condition God has placed us in. 
Q. Whereby appears the excellency of 
this virtue ? 


A. By the contrariety it has to many great 
and painful vices. 


Q. What is the firſt vice it is contrary to? 


A. All murmuring in general; which is 
hateful to God, and uneaſy to a man's ſelf. 


Q. What is the ſecond vice it is contrary to? . 
A. Ambition; which makes a man always 
diſlike his preſent condition, and ſeek an high- 


er; though it be by committing the greateſt 
fins, as lying, perjury murder, when they 
ſeem to tend to his advancement; the multi- 
rude 
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tude of fears and jealouſies that accompany 
it, make it very uneaſy. | 
Q. What is the third vice it is contrary to? 
A. Covetouſneſs , which, as common ex- 
perience ſhews, makes a man think he never 
has enough. | | 
25 Wherein appears the heinouſneſs of 
this ſin? | 
A. In that it is contrary to tlie foundation 
of a good life; I mean thoſe three great du- 
tiesto God, ourſelves, and our neighbours. 
Q. How is it contrary to our duty toGod? 
A. By drawing our hearts from him, and 
making us neglect the ſervice we owe to him. 
Q. How is it contrary to the duty we 
owe ourſelves ? TT 
A. In that it makes men neglect the care 
of their ſouls, to get riches ; and deny the 
body thoſe neceſſary refreſhments it wants. 
Q. How is it contrary to the duty we owe 
our neighbour ? r wh 
A. As it inclines us to defraud and cheat 
him to compaſs our deſigns, and as it with- 
holds us from relieving him in his wants and 
neceſſities, 
Q. What is the fourth vice it is contraryto? 
A. Envy; which makes us unealy at our 
neighbour's proſperity, and conſequently 
gnaws and frets our hearts. 
Q. What are the helps to contentedneſs? 
A.Toconſider, whatever our condition be, 
it is allotted us by God, and therefore beſt 
for us; and again, that all worldly things are 
; vanity ; 


of 


vanity; not.to ſuffer our fancies to run on 
things we have not; to remember how far we 
are from deſerving any good thing from God; 
often to think of the joys of heaven, and to 
pray to God to give us a contented mind. 
Q. What is the fifth duty neceſſary to the 
right government of the ſoul ? 
A. Diligence; which is made up of watch- 
fulneſs and induſtry... _ 
Q. Wherein conſiſts Yatchfulveſs? 
A. In, obſerving. all the dangers that 
threaten us. | | 
* our ſouls moſt in danger of? 
. | 
Q. What ſins muſt we moſt watch againſt? 
A. Thoſe which either our natural tem- 
per, our company, or our courſe of life, d 
moſt incline us to, &c. | 
Q. Wherein conſiſts Induſtry ? 
A.In carefully improving thoſe talents, both 
natural, as reaſon, wit, memory, Sc. and di- 
vine, as grace, which God entruſts us with. 
Q. How are our natural talents to be 
improved? | not eu zbio, 
A. So as may bring moſt glory to God, and 
moſt benefit to our neighbour, and may fit 
us beſt to make our accounts when God ſhall 
call us to a reckoning. | | BE 
Q. How is ourdivine talent to be improved? 
A. By employing it, that is, by doing thoſe 
things for the enabling of us whereunto, it 
was given us? which will make it eaſy by 
cuſtom, and entitle us to God's promiſe of 
having more abundantly. Q. 
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Q. What is the danger of neglecting chis 
im provement! os 
A. The greateſt that can befal us on this 
fide hell, which is, God's withdrawing the 
Grace he has entruſted us with. 

What is the firſt virtue that reſpects 

the right government of the body? 

A. Chaſtity ty; which conſiſts in a perfect 
abſtaining from all kinds of uncleanneſs, 
committed upon ourſelves, or with any other, 


ſave only in lawful marriage; and in laying f 


a reſtraint upon all the ſenſes, and even our 
very thoughts and fancies. 
Q.Wherein appears the lovelineſs of this 
virtue ? 
A. By the miſchiefs of the contrary fin, 
What are the miſchiefs of uncleanneſs? 
A. It clouds the underſtanding, and makes 


us brutiſh: It fills the body with many pain- 


ful diſeaſes; and is often attended with heavy 
judgments from God, as upon Sodom and Go- 
morrah, upon Amnn, Zimri and Caſbi; be- 
ſides, it ſhuts us out of the kingdom of 
God, whereinto no unclean thing can enter. 

Q. What are the chief helps to chaſtity ? ? 

A. To check the beginnings of impure 
fancies; to avoid idleneſs; never to recal with 
delight any unclean paſſages of our former 
life, to Por (on light and wanton company; 
to pray earneſtly — God, with faſting, for the 


ſpirit of purity; and to uſe marriage, if other 


remedies prove vain, this becoming a duty 
to him that cannot live innocently without it, 
Q. What 


2.0 
* 
* 
yy 4 
i 


Ef ET 


x IS —— 2 
C — — x — ̃— 
—' — — KAW — — — 
1 — 


— +. — 
—— — — . 
— 4 ——— — 


[ 44 ] 


Q What i is the ſecond virtue that reſpects 
the right government of the body ? 

A. Temperance ; which is exerciſed in eat- 
ing, drinking, ſleep, recreation, and appar. 
What is temperance in eating? 

A. The obſerving thoſe ends in eatin 
which God and nature deſigned; which 
are the being and well-being of the body. 

18 What are the beſt means of perform- 

it? 

1 A. To conſider how unreaſonable it is 
that the body ſhould be ſubjecled to the 
ſenſe of taſting; how ſhort the pleaſure is ; 
how ill it agrees with the temper of a chrif- 
tian, whoſe heart ſhould be ſo refined as to 
deſpiſe ſuch groſs pleaſures; and laſtly, to 
remember what eſpecial warning Chriſt has 
given againſt it, Duke xxi. 14. 


eee 
CHAP. VII. 


- Of Temperance in Drinking. 
\ N Hat i is temperance in drinking 7 

Q A. As in eating, the obſerving 

thoſe ends which God and nature has de- 


ſigned, the 3 our lives and health, 


but eſpecially our reaſon. 
Are — not many falſe ends of 
drinking? ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. What is the firſt falſe end of drinking? 
A. Good-fellowſhip, whereby one man 
drinks to keep another company. Q. 
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Wherein conſiſts the unreaſonable- 

neſs of this pretence ? 

A. In that it obliges us, out of etripthithice 
to others, to be very unkind to ourſelves. 

Q. What is the ſecond falſe end of drink- 
ing ? 

A. To maintain friendſhip and kindneſs 


among men. 


Wherein conſiſts the unreaſonableneſs 
of this pretence ? 
A. In that it occaſions really the greateſt 
miſchief we can do them, the impairing their 
health, and the loſs of their ſoul; and, as 
experience ſhews, it often occaſions quarrels, 

Q. What is the third falſeend of drinking! ? 

A. Chearing the ſpirits. 

'Wherein : appears the unreaſonableneſs 
of this pretence ? 

A. In that ſuch mirth muſt be lireleworth, 
which muſt be purchaſed at the loſs of our 
reaſon. 

3 the fourth falſcendoſiiriakivigh 

A. Putting away cares. 
. Wherein conſiſts the unreaſonableneſs 


of this pretence ? 


A. In that it drowns thoſe checks of con- 
ſcience, which are of great uſe to us, and 
retends to cure thoſe worldly cares, which 
it is the buſineſs of reaſon and religion to re- 
move: beſides, it is ineffectual, ſince both re- 
turn with more force when the drunken fit is 
over; and if there be any conſcience, brings 
2 new care ariſing from the guilt of that ſin. 
0 N Q. What 


( 03 

What is the fifth falſe end of drinking? 

A. Paſſing away the time. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the vnreaſonableneſs 
of this pretence ? - 

A. In that it is often a very falſe plea; and 
at other times groſsly abuſes that leiſure, 
which, though it might be ſpared from our 
worldly affairs, yet ought to be employed in 
the care of our ſouls, which is a great work. 
It is however a great promoter of idleneſs. 

Q. Whatis the ſixth falſe endof drinking? 

A. Preventing reproach. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the unreaſonable- 
neſs of this pretence ? 

A. In that it deprives us of the happineſs 


of bearing reproach, rather than ſinning ; 


and really expoſes us to the contempt of 
good and wiſe men; and to that heavy 
doom pronounced by Chriſt againft thoſe 
that are aſhamed of him before men, | 

Q. What is the ſeventh falſe end of 
drinking? 

A. The bare pleaſure of the drink. 

Wherein conſiſts the n 
neſs of this pretence ? 

A. In that men generally are aſhamed to 
own it; and it is a pleaſure which brings on 
them the loſs of their reaſon, their ſoul, and 
their God. 

9 is the eighth falſe end of drink- 
i 

, Making of bargains. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the unreaſonable- 
neſs of this pretence ? A, In 


r 
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A. In that it is founded upon a deſign of 
cheating and defrauding others ; and often 
proves fooliſh, as well as ſinful, when he 
that drinks with that deſign, having the 
weaker brain, 1s over-reached himſelf 

Q. Is nothing drunkenneſs but what 
makes men not able to go or ſpeak? 
A. Yes; all ſuch lower degrees, as make 
the man very dull, ridiculous, or outrageous, 
and which exceeds the natural end of drink- 
ing, and moderate refreſhment. WS: 

Q. Wherein appears the great guilt of 
the ſtrong drinker ? | 

A. In * he abuſes God's good creatures; 
waſtes what is moſt precious, his time; and 
brings on himſelf the guilt of his drunken 
company; and makes himſelf the devil's 
factor, by endeavouring to draw his brethren 
into miſery, 


* What ought to oblige us to forſake 
this ſin? {OREN + 


A. The honour of God; the credit of 
chriſtianity ; the welfare of our own ſouls ; 
the proſperity of the church and nation; 
and even our own temporal welfare. | 

Q. From whence proceeds the difficulty 


of quitting this vice ? 
A. From the cuſtom and habit we have 
contracted, 
Q Whence ariſes the difficulty of break- 
ing this cuſtom ? _ | 
A. Partly from ourſelves, and partly 
from others EIT 
Q. How from ourſelves ? A, 


"T0" 
| A. Becauſe by reaſon of the falſe thirſt we 
fl. have contracted, our bodies ſeem to require 
* it; and becauſe we have ſpent ſo much 
| time in it, that we know not how to employ 
j ourſelyes otherways. 
j Q. How are theſe difficulties to be cured ? 

A. By refraining by degrees, which will 
| query overcome that unnatural thirſt; and 
10 ome commendable employment will cure 
bl the other. 
| Q. How does this difficulty ariſe from 
NI others? 
| . A. From their perſuaſion, and from their 
1 reproach. 

4 . How are theſe difficulties to be cured? 
0 A. By foreſeeing them at a diſtance; and 
cCionſidering how much the everlaſting kind- 
5 neſs of God is to be preferred to the friend- 

| ſhip of men ; and whether the reproach of 
wicked men be fo terrible as that of the 
conſcience, and our eternal confuſion at the 
Jaſt day. 

What will make us more ſecure ? 

A. To reject the firſt occaſions of this ſin; 
and to that end openly declare our purpoſes 
of ſobriety, that men may be diſcouraged 
from aſſaulting us. 
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Of Temperance in Sleep. Miſchiefs of Sloth, 
Recreations, Apparel. 


* V 7 Hat, is temperance in ſleeping ? 
A. That moderate degree which 


tends 
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tends. to the refreſhing us and making us 
more fit for action. 

Q.To what fins does exceſs in ſleep be- 
tray us? : 

A. To the waſte of our time, and to the 
filling our bodies with diſeaſes, and dulling 
the faculties of the ſoul, it moreover croſſes 


the end of our creation, which was to ſerve. 


God in an active obedience. 
Q. How is this exceſs otherwiſe hurt- 
ful 
A. It is the ſure bane of a man's outward 
eſtate, according to the wiſe man's obſerva- 
tion; Drouſineſs ſhall cover a man with rags, 
Prov. xxiii. 21. | 
What is temperance in recreation? 


A. When it tends only to retreſhment of 


the body and mind. 


. What cautions muſt be obſerved in 


the uſe of recreations ? FED 
A. They muſt always be lawful ; uſed 


with moderation, as to the time and earneſt- 


neſs we employ about them ; and deligned 
only to refreſh us. 
Q. What are the undue ends of ſports ? 
A. The uſing them only to paſs away 
our time; or to promote our covetouſneſs. 
Q. What are the dangers of gaming for 
great ſums of money? 
A. A greedy deſire of winning, which en- 


creaſes covetouſneſs; and anger at our ill 


fortune if we loſe, which provokes our rage. 


Q. What is temperance in apparel ? 
: 0 


A. An 
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A. An obſerving thoſe ends for whic 
cloathing ſhould be uſed. | 
Q. What are thoſe ends? 

A. Hiding our nakedneſs; fencing us 
from cold; and diſtinguiſhing ſexes and 

ualities. 6 

Q. How do we ſin againſt th firſt end 
of cloathing ? | 1 

A. By making uſe of ſuch immodeſt fa- | 
fhions in our apparel, as either argue the |: 
wantonneſs of the wearer, or provoke that 
of the beholder. 

. How do we tranſgreſs againſt the 
ſecond end of cloathing ? | 

A. When out of vanity of being in every 
fantaſtick faſhion, we uſe ſuch apparel as 
either will not defend us from cold; or s 
ſome other way ſo uneaſy, that it is rather 
a hurt than a benefit to our bodies to be 
ſo clad. 

Q. How do we tranſgreſs againſt the 
third end of cloathing? 

A. By uſing that of the contrary ſex, and 
ſtriving to exceed thoſe of. our own quality 
and condition, vying who ſhall- be fineſt, 
when cloaths add no true worth to any one. 

Is there not a fault contrary to that 


of excels ? 4 

A. Yes; when men deny their bodies that 
which they neceſſarily require to their ſup- |? 
port and well-being ; he that ſo abſtains 
ſhall not be counted temperate, - but cove- 
tous, ſince it is the love of wealth. makes 
him refrain. 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP KX. 


Duties to our Neighbour , Fuftice, Murder, 
Maiming, &c. 1 


Q. Hat is the third head of duties? 
A. That to our neighbour, 

Q. How does St Paul ſum up this duty? 
A. In the- word righteouſly. 

What is meant thereby? 
A. Not only bare juſtice, but charity alſa, 
that being by the law of Chriſt made a debt 
to our neighbour. 
Q. What is the firſt duty we owe to our 
neighbour ? 
A. Juſtice, whereby we are obliged not 
only to do him no wrong, but to give him 
whatever is his due. The one is negative 
juſtice, the other is poſitive. 
Q. To'what branches does negative juſ- 
tice extend ? | 
A. To thoſe ſeveral reſpects our neigh- 
bour is capable of being injured in. 
Q. What are thoſe ? | 


his credit. | 

Q. How can the ſoul be hurt ? 
4. Two ways, either if you conſider it in 
a natural ſenſe, as it is the mind of a man, or 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe, as it is that immortal part 
which muſt ſubſiſt for ever in bliſs or woe. 


Q. How can it be hurt, conſidered in a 
natural ſenſe? | 
Cc 2 | A. By 


A. His ſoul, his body, his poſſeſſions, and 


CO I ET TO IIs ng n— a 


l. K 1 

A. By grief or ſadneſs, therefore who- 
ever cauſleſly afflicts his neighbour, hurts 
and wrongs his own ſoul. 

How can the ſoul be hurt, conſidered 
in a jpiritual ſenſe? 

A. By fin or puniſhment; the latter where- 
of is the conſequent of the former, and he 
that occaſions one, occaſions the other alſo. 

Q. What are the direct means of occa- 
honing this hurt in a — ſenſe to our 
neighbour's ſoul ? 

"# By commanding any fin, Dan. iii. 4. 
by counſelling it, 7ob ii. 7. 2 Sam. xvi. 21. 
byenticing to it, Prov.i.10. by helping others 
either in contriving or acting it, 2 Sam. xiii. 

2. What are the more indirect means to 
this hurt of our neighbour's ſoul ? 

A. A badexample; and encouraging fin 
with our approbation ; a juſtifying it in 
others, a bringing any reproach upon thoſe 
that live ſtrictly. 

. How is this injury to be repaired ? 

A. By being more diligent and zealous in 
uſing all methods to recover him, than you 
was to deſtroy him; and thus both in reſpect 
of him, and in reſpect of thyſelf. 

Q. Why in reſpect of him ? 

A. Becauſe man's nature being more rea- 
dy to evil than good, there will need more 
diligence to inſti] the one than the other. 

Q. Why in reſpect of ourſelves ? 

A. To teſtify the truth of our repentance, 


which will oblige us, with St Paul, to labour | 
more abundantly. Q. What | 


TM 
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Q. What does the ſecond part of nega- 
tive juſtice concern ? 
A. The body of our neighbour. 


ed Q. What does negative juſtice oblige us 
to in reſpect of his body? | 
re- A. To do no wrong any way to it, nor 
he to act any violence againſt it. 
ſo. Q. What is the higheſt degree of wrong 
ca- we can do to our neighbour's body? 
our A. Taking away the life, which is forbid 
| in the ſixth commandment. 
4. Q. How many ways may a man be guilty 
21. of murder ? 
1ers A. Either by open violence, or ſecretly, 
£111, or treacherouſly, as David murdered Uriah , 
s tO and more indirectly when a man entices ano- 
ther-to do that which tends to the ſhortening 
fin his life, as in the caſe of drinking; or by 
in ſtirring up others to that degree of anger 
noſe FF and revenge, which produces murder. 
£ 5 Wherein appears the heinouſneſs of 
2 3 this (fin? 
is in A. In the cry the blood of Abe! made for 
you |F vengeance: In the ſtain it leaves upon a 
pect IF whole land, which is not to be waſhed out 
but by the blood of the murderer, Dent. xix. 
12, 13. In that there was no refuge allowed 
rea- for it under the law, Exod. xxi. 24. In that the 
nore only two precepts mentioned in ſcripture to 
r. de given to Noah after the flood, related to 
this ſin, Gen. ix. 4, and 6. In that it is a de- 
ince, facing the image of God; and uſurping his 
abour power, who only can diſpoſe of Efe. 
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. What are the puniſhments of this ſin? 

A. Beſides the dreadful effects of it in the 
next world, it has frequent and remarkable 
judgments attending it in this; ſeldom 
paſſing without diſcovery; the very brute 
beaſts oftentimes, and the extream horror 
of a man's own conſcience, betray it. 

What is the beſt means of avoiding 
this In? | 

A. Watching againſt the occaſions of 1 it. 

Q. What are thoſe? 

A. Intemperate anger, inveterate malice, 
or any other extravagant paſſion; encourag- 
ing drinking, and promoting contention. 

Q. What other way is there of wronging 
our neighbour's body ? 

A. Maiming it, by wounds and ſtripes. 


Q. Whence appears the great wrong of 


manning him? 

A. From the judg ment of God himſelf in 
the caſe of the bond- ea who ſhould by 
his maſter's means loſe a member, Exod. xxi. 
26, For which the freedom of his whole life 
was thought but a reaſonable recompence ;. 
and from the judgment of every man when 
it comes to be his own caſe. 

, How is this injury enhanſed? 

A. By the circumſtances of the perſon 
thus injured ; who, if he be poor, loſes the 
means Of getting his bread, 

Q What ſatisfaction is neceſſary i in order 
to the obtaining pardon for this {in ? 


A. Supplying the injured perſon with all 
thoſe 
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thoſe neceſſary conveniencies he is deprived 
of obtaining, even though it be by our own 
extraordinary labour. 

Q. Wherein appears the evil of wound- 
ing our neighbour's body, and afflicting it 
with {tripes? 

A. Becauſe it endangers his life and limbs 
oftentimes; at leaſt occaſions pain, thattakes 
away the reliſh of all our enjoyments; which. 
will appear grievous when the caſe is a man's 


. Whence proceeds this cruel manner 
of uſing our neighbour ? 

A. From a great contempt of others and 
value of ourſelves. 

Q. Wherein appears the evil of this tem- 

re 
A. In thata man is not allowed to uſe it 
even to his beaſt ; much leſs to thoſe of the 
ſame nature, and, what is more, heirs of the 
lame eternal hope. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Juſtice about our Neighbour*'s Peſſeſſions, bis 
Pt bis Goods, Oppreſſion, Theft, paying 
ebts. 


A \ Hat does the third part of nega- 


tive juſtice concern ? 
A. The poſſeſſions of our neighbour ?: 
Q. What is meant by his poſſeſſions ? - 
A. His goods or riches; but particularly 
C 4 N K 


his. 
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his wife, as the principal part thereof. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the injuſtice of cor- 
rupting a man's wife? 

A. It is a complication of the greateſt 
injuſtices together, both towards the man 
and towards the woman. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the injuſtice of it 
towards the woman? 

A. It robs her of her innocency, and con- 
ſequently expoſes her to eternal puniſhment, 
It robs her of her credit, which makes her 
abhorred and deſpiſed in this world; and be- 

ſides de prives her of the happineſs of a mar- 
ried life, by deſtroying mutual affection. 


Q. Wherein conſiſts the injuſtice of it 


towards the man? 

A. It robs him of what is moſt precious 
to him, the love and faithfulneſs of his wife, 
to which he has ſuch a right that he cannot 
allenate it himſelf, It expoſes him to the 
moſt tormenting paſſion of jealouſy. It 
brings upon him the ſcorn and contempt 
which the unjuſt meaſures of the world 
throw upon Jufferers in that kind. It is 
often robbery in the uſual ſenſe of the word, 
by thruſting in the child of the adulterer 
into his family; for which a man can never 
make reparation. 

Q. Hew was adultery puniſhed under 
the law ? 


A. With death, becauſe there was no poſ- 


ſibility of making any other reſtitution, 
Q. What do you mean by the goods of 
your neighbour ? A. His 


lil 


*% 


A. His houſe, land, cattle, money, and the. 


Wh like, in which he hath a right and property. 
What does negative juſtice oblige us 
ſt to in "reſpect of his goods ? | | 
in A. To ſuffer him to enjoy them without , 
; ſeeking to work him damage in any of them 
it or to get any of them to ourſelves. The firſt. 1 
is malicious injuſtice; the other is covetous q 
bw»: injuſtice. 
K Q. Wherein conſiſts the evil of malici- 1 
er ous injuſtice? ö 
e- A. In that it is the very temper of the de- 
- | wil, who beſtowsall his pains only to undo | 
: 5 others; and is contrary to that precept of ö 
it G dd given to the Jews concerning the goods N 
3 even of an enemy, Exod. xxiii. 45. 
18 Q. How many branches are there of co- 
e, vetous injuſtice ? 
It A. Three; oppreſſion, theft, and deceit. 
e Q What is meant by oppreſſion ? 
t A. Seizing the poſſeſſions of our neigh« 
* bours, and avowing the doing ſo. 
d Q. What are made the. inſtruments of 
is oppreſſion ? 
I, A. Power, by which princes and private 
er men are deprived of their rights; ſometimes - 
r the law when it is corrupted by bribes and 
gifts, or over · ruled by greatneſs and authos - 
T rity ; which is the more heinous, becauſe de- 
ſigned for the defence of mens rights. Some- { 
. times the neceſſities of the oppretted are made | 
F uʒſe of to this purpoſe, as in the caſe of ex. 
) 


| tortion, and of exacting landlords. :* 
8 Q. What ĩs the great aggravationof this inꝰ 


3 


9 

A. Fhe condition of the party oppreſſed, 
when the perſons are helpleſs, as the widows. 
and fatherleſs. 10 

Q. Wherein appears the crying guilt of 

this ſin? 2 | 

A.In that God has ſo particularly threaten- 
ed heavy vengeance againſt ſuch oppreſſors. 
Exel. xvili. i 2, and 18. Pſal. xii. 5. Prov. xxii. 2 2. 

Q. What is the ſecond branch of cove- 
tous injuſtice? 

A. Theft; whereby we ſometimes withhold 
that we ſhould pay, and ſometimes take from 
our neighbour what is alreadyin his poſſeſſion. 

Q. How many ſorts of debts are there? 
A. Two; what we contract by borrow- 
ing, and what we contract by ourown volun- 
tary promiſe. NT 

Q. Wherein appears the injuſtice of not 

paying theſe debts ? | | 
A. In that we keep from our neighbour 
that which he has a right to; though not 
paying what we borrow is rather the more 
injurious ; for thereby we take from him 
actually what he once had. 1 
Q. How does a man commit even the fin 
of theft in borrowing? 
A. When he takes that from his neigh- 
bour upon promiſe of paying, which he 
knows he is never like to reſtore tq him. 
QA MWhat oughta man to do in ſuch à caſe? 
A. To lay open his diſability and ſee whe- 
ther his neighbour is willing to run thehazard. 

QA. Does juſtice equally oblige a man to 

pay thoſe debts he is bound er; - 4. 
Dr e 
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d. Yes, becauſe by being bound he makes 
them his own, and it is likely the creditor. 
was inclined to lend upon the confidence of 
his ſecurity 
Ter we without injuſtice withhold that 
which we have promiſed? | 7 
A. No, it is now the man's right ; and : 
David makes it a part of the deſcription of. | 
the juſt man, that he keeps his promile - 
though to his own difadvantage. | 
What ſort of debts. may be reduced 
to this head ? | 
A. The wages of feryants, and the hire 
of the labourer, whoſe complaints cry to | 
heaven for vengeance, Deut. xxiv. 14, 15. a 
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Theft, Stealing, Deceit in Truſt, in Traffick 3 
Reſtitution, &c. 


UN: is the ſecond. part of theft? 
The taking from our 1 . 
bour what is already in his poſſeſſion. 

Q. What ought to deter men from fuch J 
injuſtice? . _ 

A. The conſideration of its being odfous 
to God: That it makes a man unfit for hu 
man ſociety: Fhat it betrays men to the 
greateſt miſchiefs in this world, And: in the 


world to come. 119 00 
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Q. Who elſe may be reckoned guil 
chis ſort of theft 2. ? * 64) 
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A. The receivers of ſtolen goods, whether 
thoſe that take them as partners in the theft, 


or thoſe that buy them when they know or 
believe they are ſtolen; to which may be 


added, thoſe that conceal their neighbour's 


goods when they find them. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts their injuſtice ? 

A. In withholding from their neighbour 
that which properly belongs to him. 

Q. What is the third part of covetous 
injuſtice? . 

A. Deceit; of which there may be as many 
acts as there are occaſions of intercourle 
between man and man. 


Qi. In what manner is deceit generally 
exerciſed ? 


A. In matters of truſt, and in matters of 


traffick. 

Q. Wherein conſiſts the great evil of 

deceit in matters of truſt ? 

A. In that it joins two great ſins in one, 
defrauding & promiſe-breaking, there being 
in all truſts a promiſe implied, if notexpreſt. 

Q. To whom are theſe truſts broken ? 

A. To the living, and to the dead. 

Q. How is a man guilty of betraying a 
truſt to the living ? 12 

A. When he acts not for him who intruſts 
him, with the ſame faithfulneſs that he would 
for himſelf; but either careleſly loſes, pro- 
digally embezzels, or converts to his own 
uſe, the things committed to him. 

Q. Who are often guilty of betraying 
truſts to the living? A. Guar- 


19 
A. Gourdians of chilaren, ſtewards, and 
other ſervants, 


Q. How'is a man guilty of betraying a 
truſt to the dead ? 

A. When he acts not according to the 
known intention of the dead man; but en- 
riches himſelf with what is aſſigned for others. 
Which ſin is the greater, by reaſon the dead 
= no means to remedy and redreſs them- 
elves. 


What enhanſes the nature of this de- 
ceit in matters of truſt? 
A. When God, or the poor, are immedi- 
ately concerned; when any thing is intruſted 
for the uſe of piety and charity. 


How many ways are chere of deceitin 


matters of traffick ? 


A. The deceits in matters of traffick are 


both in the ſeller, and in the buyer. 
Q. Wherein is the deceit of the ſeller ? a 
A. In concealing the faults of the com- 
modity, or over rating it. 


Q. What are the ordinary ways of con- 


cealing its faults? 
A. Either by denying i it has any ſuch fault, 


by uſing art to make it look fair to the eye, 


or by picking out ignorant chapmen. 


Q. Wherein appears the injuſtice of con- 
cealing the faults of a commodity 2 


A. In that otherwiſe you make the buyer 


pay. for ſomewhat which is not there, he pre- 
ſuming there 1s that good quality in ir, which 


q. hat 


you know there is not. 


» 
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-©. What other deceit may be referred to 
the head of concealment ? 

A. Thar of falle weights and meaſures ; 
which 1s concealing from the buyer a defect F 
in the quantity. 

Q. What is the other deceit of the ſer 2 * 

A. Over- rating his commodity. | 

When may a price be ſaid to be un- | 
reaſonable 21883 8 

A. When it exceeds the true worth of the- 7 * 
thing, conſidered with thoſe moderate gains | 
which all tradeſmen are preſumed to be — * 
lowed in the ſale. N 

Q. Wherein appears the injuſtice of over- | t 
rating a commodi 

A. In that the Eber makes an advantage 
of the buyer's ignorance, neceſſity, or indiſ- 
cretion, whereby he ſo far indulges his fancy, mn 
as to reſolve to have it upon any terms. ; b 

Q. What is the deceit of the buyer? . 4 

A. In making an advantage ſometimes of 
the ignorance, but oftener of the neceſſity f E 
of the ſeller. 

Q. What is moſt neceſſary for thoſe tha F 
trade ? = 

A. A firm reſolution, and love of juſtice. | 

Q. Why moſt for them ? i 

Ae Wera of the many temptations they F 
have to deceit ; which is fo mixed with the : 
firſt principles and grounds of trade, that ; re 
it is taught together with it, and becomes a 
part of the art. 

un ſhould diſſuade us omtkiswicer 

A. The 
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A. The great ſcandal it brings to the pro- 
feſſion of our chriſtianity ; , the ſecret curſe 
which goes along with it, which like a can- | 
ker eats out all the benefit WE expected from | 
it, and eſpecially the uniſhment it expoſes | 
us to in the other world. | 

Q. What is neceſſary to be performed to 
ſhew our true repentance for this ſin ? 

A. The making reſtitution to all whom. 
we have wronged. 

Q. But if the injured party be dead, 
what muſt be done ? 

A. Reſtitution muſt be made to his heirs 
to whom the right deſcends. 

Q. What A be done if we cannot come 

to * knowledge of thoſe we have injured? 

A. We mult make reſtitution to the poor, 
and be ſure rather to give too much than 
too little. 
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f The Ways of injuring our Neighbour's Credit; 
Þ Poſitive Fuſtice, &c. 
L Q. Hat doth the fourth branch of ne- 
| *D gative juſtice concern? 
| A. The credit of our neighbour, which 
N we are not to impair by BR reports, 
Q. How * ſorts are e ther of falſe 
reports? | 
A. Two. 
7 Which is the firſt ſort? | 
W hen. a man ſays ſomething of 155 
neig — | 


. ˙— . ²˙iU ro” oe —_——_ 
e Oo 


0 
bed p 
2 
as, 
4 


— 1 | * 8 . 1 . a 
29 . . 
9 


1 
\ 
1 


\ 


[ 64 ] 
neighbour whichhe dire&tlyknows to be falſe. 
_ ©. Wherein lies the guilt of ſuch reports? 

A. In that he invents a lie of another, 
which every one acknowledges to be the 

reateſt piece of baſeneſs. 

©. What 1s the ſecond ſort of falſe reports? 

= When a man reports a thing upon ſuch 

ſlight ſurmiſe and jealouſy, that it is 
lay the thing may be falſe as well as true. 

2, Wherein lies the guilt of ſuch reports? 

A. In averring a thing for truth which is 
uncertain, and hazarding our neighbour's 
— name, which is one of his deareſt poſ- 
eſſions. | 

10 How many ways are there of ſpread- 

alſe reports? 

A. By falſe witneſs, by public ſlanders, 
and by private whiſpers. 

, How does falſe witneſs wound our 
neighbour's credit ? 

A. In that the crime is ſo publicly wit- 
neſſed againſt him, that it is ſcarce to be re- 
medied by any ching that can be done after- 
wards to cure it. 

9. How was a falſe witneſs puniſhed 
under the law? 

A. By infliting the very ſame ſuffering 


upon him, which his falſe teſtimony aimed 


to bring upon the other. 


9. What is the ſecond way of ſpreading . 


falſe reports ? 
A. By public ſlanders, when they are de- 


Gent in all companies, and before ſuch as 
| cre. 


19 
are likely to carry them farther; this being 
uſually done with railings and reproac hes, 
the better to make an impreſſion on the 
minds of the hearers. 

9. What is the third way of ſpreading 
falle reports? 

A. Byprivate whiſpers; which are the more 
dangerous by reaſon of the enjoined ſecrecy, 
and the facility with which they are believed, 

' 2, What ought to be done to prevent 
our falling into this fin ? 

A. To beware of all the degrees of ap- 
proach to it; as giving ear and cheriſhing 
thoſe that come with ſlanders ; giving eaſy 
credit to them; and reporting to others 
what 1s thus told us, | 


9. How is our neighbour's credit lef- - 


lened other ways than by falſe reports? 
A. By contempt and deſpiſing him, the 
effects whereof are ſcoff and deriſion. 
9. Howis this injurious to cur ne!ghbour? 
A. By inclining others to do the like, the 
generality taking opinions rather upon truſt 
than judginent. | 
9. Wherein appears the injuſtice of it? 


A. In that thoſe things for which we gene-' 


rally deride our neighbour are not in his 
power to prevent; as the infirmities of his 
body or mind, deformity and folly, the ca- 
lamities and miſeries that befal him, want, or 
ſickneſs: In which caſes compaſſion becomes 
a duty to him; and though men deſerve moſt 
to be reproached for their ſins, becauſe there 
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is more of their wills in them, yet they oblige 
us to compaſſion, as being the things whic h 
of all others make the man moſt miſerable, 
In all theſe caſes we are ſubject to the like our- 
ſelves, and God only makes the difference. 

Q. By what ought we to meaſure the in- 
jury of deſtroying our neighbour's credit? 

A. By the value of the thing he is robbed 
of ; which every one eſteems very dear, and 
which 1s moreover ſometimes the means of 
his ſubſiſtence; and then by the difficulty of 
making reparation, which in ſome caſes is 
even impoſſible. 

9. Do the branches of negative juſtice 
only reſpect our words and actions? 

A. No; they ought to influence our 
thoughts and affections; we mult not wiſh 
any hurt to our neighbour, nor delight in 
any that does befal him; it being the pecu- 
liar property of God's law to reach the heart, 
whereas man's only extends to the words and 
actions. 

©. What do you call the ſecond part of 
juſtice ? 1 

A. Poſitive juſtice, which yields to every 
man that which by any kind of right he 
can challenge from us. K. il. 

9. To whom are the dyes of poſitive 
juſtice to be performed? 

A. Some are general to all mankind, 
ſome are particular, to thoſe that are ſo and 
ſo qualified. 3 
9. What is the firſt of thoſe dues we. 
owe to all mankind ? A. Speak= 


11 

A. Speaking of truth; ſince lying makes 
ſpeech injurious to human ſociety, which was 
deſigned for the benefit of it. 

What obligations have we to this duty? 

A. Beſides thoſe of nature, the commands 
of Chriſt; and the great hatred God has for 
2 lying tongue. 

9. Wherein appears the folly of this ſin? 

A. In the great ſcorn and reproach it 
brings upon thoſe that are guilty of it, and 
that certain part it conſigns to them in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimſtone. 

9. What is the ſecond thing we owe to 
all mankind ? h | 

A. Humanity and courteſy of behaviour. 
2. What obligations have we to this duty? 

A. We are ob to it becauſe the mean- 
eſt partakes of the ſame nature with the great- 
eſt; and becauſe God has dignified our nature 
by taking it upon himſelf, ſo that no acci- 
dental advantage of wealth or honour can 
acquit us from it. 

'S Who are moſt commonly guilty of 
not Paying this due ? | 

A. The proud and haughty ; who are ſo 
buſy in admiring themſelves, that they over- 
look all that is valuable in others. 

Q; What are the evil effects of this 
haughtineſs ? 

A. It makes both God and men our ene- 
mies; the ſcripture teſtifies the firſt, and 
common experience ſhews the latter, 

 &. What is the third thing we owe v9 
all mankind ? A. Meek- 
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A. Meekneſs, or gentleneſs ; whereby we 
bridle the mad paſſion of anger, ſo ve 
miſchievous to our neighbour, as well as 
uneaſy to ourſelves. 
; What obligations have we to this duty? 
A. The happineſs of our neighbour, which 
15 often interrupted by the evil effects of this 
ungoverned paſſion; as is ſeen in kingdoms 
and families; and moreover the commands 
in ſcripture to this purpoſe, 1 Theſ. v. 14. 
2 Tim. ii. 25. Prov. xxli. 24, 28, 29. 
9. What great fin does the neglect of 
this virtue lead to? ak 1 
A. That of curſing; whereby we wiſh the 
greateſt evil to our neighbour upon any ſlight 
provocation, and ſometimes without any; 
egntrary to our Saviour's rule of praying for 
thoſe that deſpitefully uſe us. 
2: What are thoſe qualifications which 
make any thing due to particular perſons ? 
A. They are of three ſorts; that of excel- 
lency, that of want, and that of relation, 
9. Whatdoyou mean by that ofexcellency? 
A. Any extraordinary endowment of- a 
perſon, as wiſdom, learning, &c. but eſ- 
pecially grace. 
2. Why is there a particular reſpect due 
to thele ? ; 
A. Becauſe they are the ſingular gifts of 
God, and therefore ought to be greatlyvalued. 
9. How muſt this reſpect be paid? 
A.Bya willing and glad acknowledgment 
of all thoſe gifts in any he has beſtowed them 
| . On; 
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on; by not envying or grudging that they 
have thoſe gifts ; which 1s not only unjuſt 
to them, but injurious to God who beſtows 
them: And by not detracting from their 
excellencies, either in kind or degree. 

9. Wherein appears the folly of envy in 
this particular ? 

A. In the pain and torment it expoſes a 
man to, and in his being deprived by it of 
thoſe advantages which he might reap from 
fuch extrordinary gifts of his brother. 

Q. Wherein appears the folly of de- 
traction ? 


A. In that it is eaſily diſcovered; which, 


when known, will leſſen one's eſteem, and 
rather increaſe his neighbour's. 

Is there any reſpect due to the out- 
ward advantages of honour, Cc. 

A. Yes; In a lower degree, in regard that 
theſe diſtinctions are appointed by God for 
the better ordering the world. | 

Q: How muſt this reſpect be paid? 

A. By behaving ourſelves lowly and reve- 
rently to all our betters, and particularly by 
taking care not to envy men thoſe advantages. 

9. What is the ſecond qualification which 
makes any thing due to particular perſons ?. 


A. Want, whereby I am obliged, according 


to my ability, to relieve thoſe in diſtreſs in 

all kind of wants. 
Q: What is the ground of this duty? ;, 
A. God's having given men abilities not 
only for their own uſe, but for the benefit of. 
others 5 
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others; which becomes a debt to them, when 


their needs require it. 
9, How are the wants of the mind to be 
relieved? | 
A. By inſtructing the j ignorant, comforting 
the afflicted, reproving the vicious, and clear- 
ing the innocent that we know to be ſlandered. 
2. How are the wants of the body to be 
relieved ? | 
A. By a plentiful contribution of our 
purte, and ſometimes perſonal aſſiſtance. 
9. What were the Jews 2 to in 
reſpect of the poor? 
A. To ſeparate a tenth part of their in- 
ereaſe every third year for that purpoſe. 
. How is the neglect of theſe duties 
often puniſhed ? 
A. By having thoſe abilities taken from 
them, which they employ ſo unfaithfully. 
- 9. What is the third qualification which 
makes any thing due to particular perſons? 
A. That of Relation, which is of divers 
ſorts, ariſing from divers grounds and duties, 
anſwerable to each of them. 
9, What is the firſt ſort ? 
A. That of a debter to his creditor, 


whereby we are obliged to pay juſtly what 


we owe by bargain, loan, or promiſe. 
"0 What is the ſecond fort of relation? 
. That of an obliged perſon to his be- 
* 
Q. What is the obliged perſon's duty to 


_— ? 
'3 A. Thank- 


1 * 1 

A. Thankfulneſs, or an acknowledgment 
of the courteſy ; prayer to God for him, and 
an endeavour to make him all poſſible re- 
turns of kindneſs. 

9. Wherein is it moſt obſervable that men 
negle ct to repay eourteſies, and return inj u- 
ries inſtead of them? | 

A. In the caſe of advice and admonition, 
which, though the greateſt proof of kindneſs, 
yet is generally ill received; but it is a very 
unhappy temper, becauſe it fortifies the man 
in his fins, and is unjuſt to the admoniſher, 
who deſigns his benefit and advantage. 
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Duty to Magiſtrates, Paſtors, Parents, and 
zo Children. 


VV is the firſt ſort of near relations? 
A. That of a parent. 
2, How many ſorts of parents are there? 
A. Three; civil, ſpiritual, and natural. 
Q: Whois the civil parent ? 
A. He whom God hath eſtabliſhed the 
fupreme magiſtrate. 
Q: What are the duties we owe to this 
ſort of parents ? 
A. Honour and reverence, in not ſpeak- 
ing evil of them; paying tribute for their 
maintenance, they being miniſtærs for the 
common good of the people; prayers for 
God's 
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God's directing and protecting them, and an 
active obedience, in all lawtul commands, 


and paſſive, whereby we muſt ſufler without 


reſiſting, when they command any thing not 
contrary to God's commands. 

9. Does not the magiſtrate's neglect of 
his duty, diſcharge us — ours to him? 

A. No; he is accountable to none but 
God, and no failing on his par can warrant 
us to fail on ours. 

Q: Who are our ſpiritual parents? 

A. The miniſters of God's word; whe- 
ther ſuch as be governors in the church, or 
others under them ; who are to perform the 
ſame offices to our ſouls as our natural pa- 
rents do to our bodies, 1 Cor. iv. 5. Gal. iv. 
19. 1 Cor. iii 2. Heb. v. 14. 

Q: What duty do we owe to them? 

A. To bear them that love and kindneſs, 
which belongs to thoſe who do us the great- 
eſt benefits. To reverence . 
the nature of their work, and who it is that 
employs them. To contribute towards their 
maintenance; and to obey them in what 
they declare to be God's will. To pray 
for God's grace to enable them to diſcharge 
that holy calling. 

9. What duty do we owe our natural 


parents ? 


A.Reverence and reſpect; and not upon any 
pretence of infirmity to deſpiſe and contemn 
them. To bear them a real kindneſs, ſuch as 


may make us heartily deſirous of all — 
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of good to them, and to abhor in the leaſt 
manner to diſquiet them. Obedience to them 
in all lawful commands, eſpecially not to 
marry againſt their conſent aſſiſtance in all 
their wants of what kind ſoever, either of 
mind, body, or eſtate. And no unkindneſs 
of the parent can quit the child from his duty. 
, What is due from parents to their 
children ? 

A. Their duty is various, according to 
the different age of the child. 

©, What is due from a parent to a child 
in its childhood? 

A. To nouriſh and ſuſtain it; if there be 
no great impediment, to nurſe it; and to bring 
it to baptiſm, that it may have a right to the 
privileges of that ſacrament. 

9, What is the next duty of the parent? 

A. To provide for their childrens educa- 
tion, by inſtructing them in all the particu- 
lars of their duty to God and man; and by 
bringing them up to ſome employment, 
whereby they may avoid idleneſs, and be 
uſeful to the commonwealth, 

Q: What means are required to this duty 
of education? 

A. Encouragement, whereby we ought to 
make the child in love with its duty by re- 
wards; and when that will not do, to uſe cor- 
rection, both by ſharp reproofs and blows. 
2 Hov is this correction to be given that 
it may do moſt good? 

A. It muſt be timely, before the fault 

D grows 


E 
grows to a habit; it muſt be proportioned 
to the fault, and to the tenderneſs of the 
child; it muſt never be given in paſſion, leſt 
it be immoderate a id loſe its effect. 

9. What is due from parents to child- 
ren when they are grown up? 

A. To watch over them in reſpe& of 
their ſouls ; and to provide for them a com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence, according to their cir- 
cumſtances. | 

9 Whatis the ill effects of not providing 
for them, betore their own death ? 

A. It leflens the child's affection to its pa- 
rent, and often puts him upon diſhoneſt cour- 
les to ſupply his neceſſities; beſides, the pa- 
rent loſes the contentment which he might 
have in ſeeing his child live proſperouſly. 

9, What ought a parent elſe to take care 
of in making proviſion for his children ? 

A. That the wealth he makes their portion 
be got honeſtly; elſe the curſe that attends 
it will, like a canker, be ſure to eat it up. 

What other duties do parents owe to 
cheir children ? | 

A. A good example; to bleſs them by 
their prayers, and by their piety; to uſe their 

wer over them with moderation, conſider- 
ing the real good of the child more than the 
exerciſe of their authority. 

9. Wherein ought this rule chiefly to b 


 obſerv cd? | 


A. In the buſineſs of marrying, when, out 


of an eagerneſs to beſtow them wealthily, 


they 
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they force them to marry againſt their incli- 
nations, which occaſions more miſchief than 
all the wealth of the world can repair. 
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Duty to Brethren, Relations, Huſband, Wife 
Friends, Maſters, and Servants. 


2. \ N FT Hat is the ſecond ſort of natural 


relations ? 

A. That of a brother, which is either ſpi- 
ritual or natural. 

9. Of what extent is ſpiritual brother- 
hood in a large ſenſe? 

A. It reaches all mankind who partake 
of the ſame nature with us; the duties where- 
of have been already mentioned. 

Q: What is natural brotherhood ? 

A. Such as is between thoſe that are child- 
ren of the ſame immediate parents. 


2. What is the duty of thoſe to each 
other? 


A. To have united hearts and affections, 
they partak ing in a more eſpecial manner of 
each other's ſubſtance. 

Q. Wherein appears the neceſſity of this 
love's being firmly grounded? 

A. Becauſe of the great danger of diſagree- 
ing, from continual converſation together, 
and from an inclination to envy each other 
any advantage, when they are equal in re- 
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Q: What is ſpiritual brotherhood in a 


particular ſenſe ? 


A. Such as extends to all thoſe who profeſs 
the ſame faith with us, the church becoming 


our common mother in baptiſm. 


9. What 1s our duty to theſe brethren ? 

A. To hold communion with them in all 
neceſſary doctrines, and, as opportunity ſerves, 
in all holy offices; to bear with their infir- 
mities; toendeavour the reſtoring of any that 
are fallen; to ſympathize with them in all 


their ſufferings, either as they are conſidered 


in a ſociety, or as ſingle perſons. 
. Whar is the third ſort of relation ? 
A. That between huſband and wife, 
which 1s the neareſt of all. 
. What duties doth the wife owe to the 


huſband ? 
A. Obedience in all lawful commands ; 


fidelity as to his bed, and the management of 


his affairs; love, and that kindneſs of con- 
verſation which makes his life comfortable. 

Q. Will not the fault of the huſband ac- 
quit the wife from theſe duties? 

A. No; neither in reſpect of religion, nor 
diſcretion. ; 

9. Why not? 

A. Becauſe God has commanded her 2 
abſolutely; and becauſe the worſe the huſ- 
band is, there is the more need of gentleneſs 
and ſweetneſs to gain him. 

9. What is the duty of a huſband to his 


A. Love, 
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A. Love, ſuch as a man bears to his own 
body, and ſuch as Chriſt bears to his church; 
faithfulneſs to her bed, which 1s a part of his 
vow as well as her's; maintenance, whereby 
ſhe ought to partake with him in thoſe good 
things God has bleſt them with; inſtruction, 
if there be occaſion; and they are both 
obliged mutually to pray for each other, and 
to endeavour each other's good, temporal 
and eternal. | | 

9.. What ought chiefly to be aimed at in 
the perſon one marries ? 

A. Virtue and goodneſs, which makes 
marriage uſeful to the ends of ſerving God; 
though the conſideration of a competency | 
1s not to be excluded, 

Q: What makes marriages unlawful ? 

A. Marrying thoſe that are promiſed to 
ſome others; or thoſe who are within the de- 
grees of kindred forbidden by God in the 
18 and igth of Leviticus, which is the great 
ſin of inceſt. 

9. What is the next relation? 

A. That between friends, which, if right- 
ly underſtood is of great uſefulneſs. 

9, What is the general duty of a friend? 

A. An induſtrious purſuit of his friend's 
real advantage. | ' 

Q: What are the particular duties? 

A. Faithfulneſs in all truſts, whether of 
goods or ſecrets; aſſiſtance in all his out- 
ward needs, but eſpecially in thoſe of his 
ſoul, by perſuaſion or reproof; to recom- 
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mend him to God for all bleſſings temporal 
and ſpiritual; conſtancy, whereby we never 
grow weary of him out of lightneſs or hu- 
mour, becauſe we had him long. 

9. What is the laſt ſort of relation? 

A. That between maſters and ſervants. 

Q: What are the duties of a ſervant to 
his maſter? + 

A. Obedience in all lawful commands, 
which ought to be performed with chearful- 
neſs; faithfulneſs, as oppoſed to eye- ſervice; 
and purloining or defrauding; patience and 
meekneſs under reproof; diligence in the 
performance of his duties; the neglect of 
all theſe he muſt anſwer to God. 

Q; What doth a maſter owe to his ſervants? 

A. Juſtice, in performing the conditions 
upon which they are hired; reproof in caſe 
of faults againſt God, as well as himſelf; a 
good example of godlineſs and honeſty ; all 
neceſſary means of inſtruction ; to take care 
his commands be moderate and reaſonable; 
to encourage them when they do well. 
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Charity to our Neighbours, their Souls, Bodies, 
Goods, and Credit, 


VV is the ſecond branch of our 


duty to our neighbour ? 
A. Charity; called by Chriſt the new 
commandment. 
2, How many ways. may this charity be 
conſidered ? A, In 
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A. In reſpect of the affections, and in re- 
ſpect of the actions. ; 

9. What is charity in reſpect of the 
affections? 
A. That ſincere kindneſs that diſpoſes us 
to wiſh all good to others, in reſpect of 
their ſouls, badies, goods, and credit. 

9. What muſt be wiſhed for in reſpect 
of their ſouls ? 
: A. That they may arrive at ſuch purity 
3 here, as that they may be capable of eternal 
"3 happineſs hereatter. 
9, Whatexample have we of this? 

A. That of Chriſt, who gave two ſpecial 
effects of his love to ſouls, in purifying them 
in this life by his grace, and making them 
happy hereafter in his glory. 

Q. What are we to wiſh in reſpect of their 
bodies, goods, and credit ? 

A. All health and welfare, proſperity, 

and reputation, as we wiſh to ourſelves, 

9. What are the inſeparable effects of 
this charity of the affections, if it be ſincere? 

A. It will keep the mind in a peaceable 
and meek temper towards others, this being 
one of its eſpecial qualities, that it is noteaſily 
provoked, it will breed compaſſion towards 

3 their miſery; it will give us joy in their 
3 proſperity ; it will excite and ſtir up our 
Tr. 4 prayers for them. 

1 What are the great and dangerous 
"= vices it guards the mind from? 
| A. It will prevent our repining at the 
D 4 good 
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ond of others; charity envieth not; it will 
eep down pride; charity vaunteth not itſelf, 
is not puffed up; beſides, we are naturally in- 
clined to value the excellencies of thoſe we 
wiſh well to. It will caſt out cenſoriouſ- 
neſs ; charity thinketh no evil, believeth all 
things, hopeth all things. It will chaſe away 
diſſembling, there being no uſe of it, be- 
cauſe this virtue is, in truth, all that the falſe 
one would ſeem to be. It caſts out ſelf- ſeek- 
ing; Charity ſeeketh not her own. It deſtroys 
all malice and deſire of revenge; charity 
beareth all things. It 1s ready to endure the 
greateſt injuries, and returns nothing but 
prayers and bleſſings. | 

9. What is the extent of this charity ? 

A. It muſt be exerciſed towards all man- 
kind, even to our enemies, or elſe it is not 
the charity Chriſt commands, 

What conſiderations are there to en- 
force the love of our enemies? 

A. The expreſs command of Chriſt, often 
repeated; the example of God himſelf, and 
our bleſſed Saviour, the author of our religion. 
The great diſproportion of our offences a- 
gainſt God, and mens againſt us. The pleaſure 
and delight which accompanies it, which 
none can ſo well judge of as by practice, yet 
it may be diſcerned at a diſtance, by compar- 
ing it with the uneaſineſs of its contraries, 
malice and revenge. The danger of not per- 
forming it, God having made our pardon to 
depend upon it. Gratitude to Chriſt, who 
having 
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having ſuffered ſo much to bring us into a 
capacity of happineſs, we ought to make 
thoſe returns he demands. 

9, How may theſe conſiderations be- 
come effectual? 

A. By being ſo 8 fixed in our 
minds, as to prevent the firſt riſing of ran- 
cour and revenge, whereby they may ſerve 
rather to prevent than cure the wound. 

Q: What ĩs charity in reſpect of the actions? 

A. It is EN in practice the charity of 
the affections, it being loving in deed that 
muſt approve us before God. 

. How is this charity of the actions to 
be diſtributed? | 
? 1 A. As that of the affections in relation to 


n. our brethrens ſouls, bodies, goods, and credit. 
ot: Mi Q. What charity are we to ſhew tothe fouls 

of our brethren, when we conſider the ſoul 
N- 4 in a natural fenſe as the mind of a man? 

7 A. To labour, by all chriſtian and fit 

n means, to chear the troubled ſpirits of our 
d brethren... 
n. Q., What charity are we to ſhew to the ſouls 
a- of our brethren conſidered in a ſpiritual ſenſe? 
re A. To inſtruct their ignorance; to repre- 
:h hend their faults; and to confirm their weale - 
et virtues; (of which things if we are not pro- - 
r- per inſtruments ourſelves, we ſhould employ 
8. others that are) always exhorting by our ex- 
r- ample, and, like Samuel, never ceaſing to 
0 pray for them. 
0 , How is this charity of the actions to be 


exerciſed towards their bodies? A. By 


— 
A. By actually relieving their bodily 
wants; feeding the hungry, giving drink to 
the thirſty, harbouring the ſtranger, cloath- 
ing the naked, vifiting the ſick and impri- 
ſoned, and relieving them, where we find oc- 
caſion and have ability for it; and, when we 
have an opportunity, endeavouring to deli- 
ver the innocent condemned to death, as 
Daniel did Suſanna; and this our very nature 
obliges us to, as well as God's commands, 
which makes the neglect inexcuſable. 
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Almſgiving; Charity to our Neighbour's Credit, 
Peace-making, going to Law, Charity to our 
Enemies. 


Hs is this charity of the actions to 
be exerciſed towards the goods and 
eſtate of our neighbour ? 

A. By aſſiſting and furthering him in all 
honeſt ways of improving and preſerving 
them. 

9. How is this to be exerciſed towards 
the rich ? 

A. By taking all opportunities of further- 
ing their profit, when it does not leſſen our 
own itore, or when the damage is but light 
to us, in compariſon of the advantage that 
accrues to them. 

9. How is this charity to be exerciſed 
towards the poor? A. By 


r1 


3 

A. By freely parting with what is our 
own to ſupply their wants. 

2 Wherein appears the neceſſity of this 
du 
- Becauſe it is impoſſible without it, 
3 not only to approve our love to men, but 
li- ® even to God himſelf. 
as 9. What are the due qualifications of 
ure dis duty ? 
| A. There are ſome which reſpect the mo- 
tive, and ſome the manner of this duty. 

1 9. What are thoſe which reſpect the mo- 
11 tive of our giving? 

; A. They are three-fold, and regard God, 

5 our neighbour, and ourſelves. | 

dit, What are the motives of our giving 
our alms, f in reſpect of God? 

p A. Obedience and thankfulneſs ; he has 
commanded it, and this 1s the propereſt way 


to of expreſſing our gratitude for his great 
and 9 . — By us. , , 
7 9, What is the motive of almſgiving, i in 
al! mreſpect of our neighbour ? 
ing 3 A. A true love and compaſſion, a tender 
tellow-feeling of his wants, and deſire of 
rds his comfort and relief. 
9, What is the motive of almſgiving, in 
her- reſpect to ourſelves ? 


our A. The hope of an ternal reward pro- 

1 miſed to that performance. 

that 92, What is the falſe motive of this cha- | 
8 rity, and which will deprive us of the re- | 
iſed ward of our almſdeeds? 

BY Y A. When 
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A. When we propoſe to ourſelves the 
praiſe of men, and the credit we ſhall get 
with them. 


Q. What are thoſe qualifications of our 
charity, which reſpect the manner? 

A. The firſt is Chearfulneſs ; which makes 
it more valued by men, and more acceptable 
to God. 


Q. Wherein appears the reaſonableneſs 
of this qualification ? 

A. In that there is no duty required of us, 
which brings more delight and pleaſure to 
human nature. | 

Q. Willnot this pleaſure be diminiſhed by 
the fear of impoveriſhing ourſelves by giving? 

A. No; if we conſider, that though this 
hazard were never ſo apparent, it is the com- 
mand of God; and moreover, that it is a 
vain ſuppoſition, God having particularly 
promiſed temporal happineſs to the charita- 
ble; ſo that to perform this duty grudg- 
ingly, is to diſtruſt God. 

Q. What is the ſecond qualification, as 
to the manner of our charity ? 

A. To do it ſeaſonably; ſince our delay 
prolongs the ſufferings of thoſe that want, 
and gives an advantage to the temptations 
of Satan and our own covetous humour, to 
diſſuade us from it. 

Q. What is the third qualification of 
our charity, as to the manner ? 

A. To give prudently; that is, to give moſt 
where it is moſt needed, and in ſuch a man- 


ner as may do the receiver moſt good. Q: 
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Q. What is the fourth qualification, & c. 
A. To give liberally ; recommended to us 
by the example of Chriſt, who became poor 
to enrich us; and by the expectation of a 
reward, which will be more or leſs, accord- 

ing to the degree of our alms. 
Q. How is charity of the actions to be ex- 
erciſed towards the credit of our neighbour? 
A. By doing what in us lies to ſupport. 
and defend his credit. 


Q. How is it to be exerciſed towards the 
innocent ? | 

A. By taking all occaſions publickly to 
declare what we know of their innocency ; 
when we find that ſuch are ſlandered and 
traduced. | 
Q. How is it to be exerciſed towards 
the guilty ? 
A. By concealing if poſſible the fault, if 
no other part of charity makes the diſcove 
neceſſary; tenderneſs in hiding the fault 
being moſt likely to bring the offender to 
repentance, if it be ſeconded with earneſt 
_ admonition; and if the fault cannot 

concealed, extenuating and leſſening jr as 
much as circumſtances will truly bear. 

Q. To whom doth the moſt frequent ex- 
erciſe of this charity happen? 

A. To thoſe of whoſe innocency or guilt 
we have no knowledge; but who are by ſome 
doubtful actions brought under ſuſpicion, 

Q. What is our duty in this caſe ? 

A. Not to think evil, but to judge the beſt, 


and 


7 
and conſequently to abſtain from unchari- 


table cenſures ourſelves, and do what in us 


lies to keep others alſo from them. 

Q. What is the beſt means to help us in 
the practice of this virtue? i 

A. Always to keep before our eyes that 
2 rule of loving our neighbour as our- 
elves, which the apoſtle makes the ſum of 
our whole duty to our neighbour. 

But if men are ſo careleſs of their ſpi- 


ritual affairs as to wiſh for no aſſiſtance, are 


they thereby freed by this rule from thoſe 
ſorts of charities ? 

A. No; becauſe the love of ourſelves, 
which is ſet as the meaſure to that of our 
neighbour, is underſtood to be that reaſona- 
ble love which men ought to have for them- 
ſelves; and therefore though a man fail of 
that reaſonable love he owes himſelf, yet his 
neighbour thereby forfeits not his right. 

Q. What is that act of charity which does 
not properly fall under any of the former 
heads, and yet relates to them all? 

A. The making peace and amity among 
others, whereby we may much benefit the 
ſouls, bodies, goods, and credit, of our bre- 
thren ; neither muſt we only labour to re- 
ſtore peace where 1t 1s loſt, but to preſerve 
it where it is. 

Q. How is this peace to be preſerved ? 

A, By ftriving to beget in the hearts of 
thoſe we — with a great value for this 
virtue; and by timely preventing thoſe jars 
| we ſee likely to fall out. Q. 


ri. 


1 
Q. What is neceſſary to fit a man for 
this excellent quality of peace- making; 
A. To be remarkably peaceable himſelf. 
Q. What ſeems very contrary to that true 
peaceableneſs of ſpirit we ought to have? 
A. Mens going to law on every trifling af- 
fair, and thinking themſelves not to blame, 


provided they have the law on their ſide. 


Q. Is all going to law utterly unchriſtian? 

A. No; but ſuch kind of ſuits eſpecially 
as are upon contentiouſneſs and ſtoutneſs of 
humour, to defend an inconſiderable right, 
or to avenge an inconſiderable treſpaſs. 

Q. What ſeems to be the perfection of 
the chriſtian rule in this point ? 

A. Even in great matters to part with 
ſomewhat of one's. right for the love of 
peace, and as the apoſtle adviſes, rather to 
take wrong, 1 Cor. vi. 7. NOTE 

Q. How is peace to. be preſerved, pro- 
vided we go to law? 

A. By carrying a friendly and chriſtina 
temper towards the party ; and by being 
willing to yield to any chriſtian terms of 
agreement, whenever they ſhall be offered. 

Q. Of what extent ought this charity of 
the actions to be? 

A. As large as that of the affections, even 
to the taking in not only ſtrangers, but our 
bittereſt enemies, whom ſince we are obliged 
to forgive, we can take no better way than 
by doing them good, to evidence the truth 


and 
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and fincerity of our reconciliation ; for 
which we have the example as well as the 
command of Chriſt. 

Q. In what manner, if poſſible,” ſhould - 
we perform this? 

A. So as to draw our enemies from their 
= enmity, and to win them to peace, which is 
= to heap coals of fire upon their heads, by 
| melting them into love and tenderneſs. 

Q. What 1s the great hindrance of the 
exerciſe of our duty to our neighbour ? 

A. Self-love; by which isnot meant that 
true love of ourſelves which 1s the love and 
care of our ſouls, but the immoderate love 
of our own worldly intereſt and advantage, 
which is apparently the root both of in- 
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juſtice and uncharitableneſs towards out 
neighbour. | © 
Q. When this hindrance is removed, what 1 
means muſt we uſe to procure this charity? i | 
A. Earneſt prayer to God, to work it in 
us, and to ſend his Spirit to frame our hearts 1 


to a meek and peaceable temper. 

Q. Is it poſſible to perform the duties 
wherein we have been inſtructed? 

A. Yes; in ſuch a manner as God will 
graciouſly accept, that is, in ſincerity, 
though not in perfection; ſince he requires 
nothing of us which he doth not enable us 
to perform, if we be not wanting to our- 
ſelves, either in aſking by prayer, or in uſing 
it by diligence. 
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Q. But though the performance of reli- 


gion be poſſible, is it not unpleaſant? 
A. No; ſince it doth. not bereave men 


d of any true joy, but helps them to a great 
deal. Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and his bur- 
ir den is light. 
is Whence comes it that men are not 
7 ſenſible of religion ? 
A. From the reſiſtance our ſinful cuſtoms: 
e make, which is to be charged upon ourſelves 
for having acquired them; though even in 
t: B ſuch caſes the pleaſure of overcoming them. 
d I outweighs the trouble of the combat. 
-Þ | ; Q. But what pleaſure can there be to be 
>. expoſed to perſecution ? | 
-- A. If we believe the apoſtles, it is matter 
r of joy; there is ſuch a force in the teſtimpny 

4 of a good. conſcience, which can never be ſo 
it 9 clear, as when we ſuffer for righteouſneſs- 
? 4 lake ; and the reward above is ſo great, that 
it is able to ſweeten all our ſufferings, 
8 4 though we go through a ſea of blood, 

4 Q. What ought to follow the knowledge 
bj mM of our duty ? 

1 A. Without delay to practiſe this plea- 
| 7 ſant and gainful courſe preſcribed; and if 
1 any one has gone out of his way, the more 
wi haſte ought he to make to return into it; 
5 l all delay being very dangerous. 

— 
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and fincerity of our reconciliation , for 
which we have the example as well as the 
command of Chriſt. 

Q. In what manner, if poſſible,” ſhould - 
we perform this? 

A. So as to draw our enemies from their 
enmity, and to win them to peace, which is 
co heap coals of fire upon their heads, by Tr 
1 melting them into love and tenderneſs. 
| Q. What is the great hindrance of the 
exerciſe of our duty to our neighbour ? 3 

A. Self-love ; by which isnot meant that | 
true love of ourſelves which 1s the love and 
care of 'our ſouls, but the immoderate love . 
of our own worldly intereſt and advantage, 
which: is apparently the root both of in- 
juſtice and uncharitableneſs towards our 
neighbour. | 

Q. When this hindrance is removed, what 
means muſt we ule to procure this charity? 

A. Earneſt prayer to God, to work it in 
us, and to ſend his Spirit to frame our hearts 
to a meek and peaceable temper. 

Q. Is it poſſible to perform the duties 
wherein we have been inſtructed? 

A. Yes; in ſuch a manner as God will 
graciouſly accept, that is, in fincerity, 
though not in perfection; ſince he requires 
nothing of us which he doth not enable us 
to perform, if we be not wanting to our- 
ſelves, either in aſking by prayer, or in uſing 
it by diligence. 
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or Q. But though the performance of reli-- 
ne gion be poſſible, is it not unpleaſant? 
A. No; ſince it doth not bereave men 
= 3 of any true joy, but helps them to a great: 
f deal. Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and his bur- 
wr HY den is light. 
1 Whence comes it that men are not 
y ds ſenſible of religion? 
3 A. From the reſiſtance our ſinful cuſtoms: 
Ce 1] make, which is to be charged upon ourſelves 
% for having acquired them; though even in 
i ſuch caſes the pleaſure of overcoming them 
d 7 outweighs the trouble of the combat. 
e! Q. But what pleaſure can there be to be 
= expoſed to perſecution ? | 
= I A. If we believe the apoſtles, it is matter 
r1 of joy; there is ſuch a force in the teſtimbny; 
3 of a good conſcience, which can never be 10: 
it I clear, as when we ſuffer for righteouſneſs- 
? 1 ſake; and the reward above is ſo great, that 
** 4 it is able to ſweeten all our ſufferings, 
8 3 though we go through a ſea of blood. 
; Q. What ought to follow the knowledge 
8 | of our duty ? 
A. Without delay to practiſe this plea- 
F ſant and gainful courſe preſcribed ; and if 
5 any one has gone out of his way, the more 
va haſte ought he to make to return into it; 
5 all delay being very dangerous. 
4 | 
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DEVOTIONS 


FOR BOTH <4 


| MORNING any EVENING. 
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In the Morning. 


As ſoon as thou awakeſt, lift up thy Heart to 
God, in this ſhort prayer. 


Orc, as thou haſt awakened my body 
from ſleep, ſo by thy grace awaken 
my ſoul from ſin, and make me ſo to walk 
before thee this day, and all the reſt of my 
life, that when the laſt trumpet ſhall awaken 
me out of the grave, I may riſe to the life 
immortal ; through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


After thou haſt put on thy Cloaths, fall down 
upon thy Knees before God, and ſay, 


Gracious Lord, whoſe mercies endure 
for ever, I thy unworthy ſervant, who 
have fo deeply taſted of them, deſire to ren- 
der thee the tribute of my humbleſt praiſes 
for them. Thou haſt given me my being, 


and ſent thy Son to redeem me and bring 
me 


W 


22 


N 


. 

me to his glory; haſt granted me to be ad- 
mitted into thy church by baptiſm; haſt moſt 
compaſſionately born with my fins, and invit- 
ed me to repentance; haſt prevented and aſ- 
ſiſted me by thy grace, whereby to keep me 
back from ſin, and enable me to do that which 
is pleaſing in thyſight. For theſe, and all other 
thy ſpiritual bleſſings, my ſoul doth magnify 
the Lord, and may all that is within me praiſe 
his holy name. I likewiſe praiſe thee for 
my health, friends, food, and raiment, and 
all the outward bleſſings I enjoy; for thy 
preſervation of me this night, and all other 
thy goodneſs towards me. Lord, grant 
that I may render thee not only the fruit of 
my lips, but the obedience of my life; that 
ſo theſe bleſſings here, may be an earneſt of 
thoſe richer bleſſings thou haſt prepared for 
thoſe that love thee. And though I have 
juſtly deſerved to be abhorred by thee, by 
reaſon of my continued courſe of fin and re- 
bellion againſt thee, yet look upon me in 
thy Son, my bleſſed Saviour, and for the 
merit of his ſufferings, pardon all my fins 
and grant I may become a ne creature, ut- 
terly forſaking every evil way, and living in 
univerſal obedience to thee all the reſt of 
my days. Look with thy tendereſt compaſ- 
ſion upon thy univerſal church: bleſs, guide 
and direct, all our governors, Pity all 
that are in affliction. And grant to all 
that are near and dear to me all that thou 
ſeeſt neceſſary, either for their ſouls or bo- 

N dies. 
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dies. Reward thoſe that have done me 


good, and pardon and convert thoſe that 


have done or wiſhed me evil. And guide 


me ſo this day, that I may neither diſho- 
nour thee,, nor wound my own ſoul, but 


may do all ſuch good works as thou haſt 


x for me to walk in. Let no evil 
appen to me, but keep me ſafe under thy 
gracious protection, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, in whoſe bleſſed name and words 
I conclude theſe my imperfect prayers, day- 


ing, Our Father, &c. 


At Night. 


Bethink thyſelf how thou haſt ſpent the day paſt, 


and having humbled thyſelf before God, for 


any: fins thou haſt been guilty of, either in 


- thought, word, or deed, fall again upon thy 
knees, before thou betakeſt thyſelf to bed, 
and ſay, 


Oo Moſt holy Lord God, who art of purer 
eyes IK to behold iniquity, how ſhall 


I, abominable wretch, dare to appear be- 
fore thee, who am nothing but pollution ? 
J have tranſgreſſed my duty to thee, my 


neighbour, and myſelf, by doing what thou 


haſt forbidden, and neglecting "what thou 


haſt. commanded. And now, O Lord, what 


ſhall I ſay unto thee? I know the wages of 
fin is death; but Ot thou who willeſt not 


the death of: a ſinner, have mercy upon me; 


work in me.a ſincere contrition, and a 1 
SCT, - 
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fect hatred of all my fins. Accept, O Lord, 


of that ranſom thy bleſſed Son has paid for 


me, and for his ſake pardon all my offences, 


and receive me into thy favour. And, O thou 


Father of mercy, who art kind even to the 
unthankful ; make me truly thankful for 
this day's bleſſing added to thy former fa- 
vours; let this goodneſs of thine lead me to 
repentance; and grant me not only to offer 
thee thanks and praiſe, but ſo to order my 
converſation aright, that J may at the laſt 
ſee the ſalvation of God, Work in me both 
to will and to do according to thy good 
pleaſure ; and ſanctify me throughout, that 
my whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body, may be 
preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of Bur 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Have mercy likewiſe 


upon all men, and grant that the precious 
ranſom which was paid for all, may be ef- 
fectual for the ſaving of all. Be gracious to 
this church and nation. Bleſs our governors 
both eccleſiaſtical and civil, and make them 
highly uſeful in their ſeveral ſtations. Have 
pity on all in affliction, and adminiſter to 
them according to their ſeveral neceſſities. 
Bleſs all my friends and relations, and all I 
am bound to pray for, with all things needful 
either for their ſouls or bodies. And, O 
thou who neither ſlumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, 
watch over me this night, keep me by thy 
| grace from all works of darkneſs, and de- 
tend -me by thy power from all dangers. 
Grant me moderate and refreſhing —_ 

| uſch 


[ 94 J 
ſach as may fit me for the duties of the fol- 


lowing day. And make me ever mindful 


of that time when 1 ſhall lie down in the 
duſt; and whether I live or die, let me ſtill be 
thine, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in 
whoſe bleſſed name and words, I conclude 
theſe my impertect prayers, ſaying as he him- 
ſelf has taught me, Our Father, &c. 


Let thy bed put thee in mind of thy grave; and 


when thou lieſt down ſay, 


I will lay me down in peace, and take 
my reſt; tor it is thou, O Lord, only that 
makeſt me dwell in ſafety. 

Into thy hands I commend my ſpirit ; for 
thou haſt redeemed me, O Lord, thou God 
of truth. 


T> * 
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